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THE 

PREFACE. 

TH E City of Carthagena, in the 
Wejl-lndies (which now gives 
Title to a confiderable Government 
of the fame Name, and is reckoned a 
Province of New Granada ; or, ac- 
cording to fome Writers, of Neia 
Andaluzia ; but by others, is annex'd 
to the Golden CaJlileJ was begun to 
be built in the Year 1532, by Peter 
de Heredia, and was finiflied by Geor- 
gio Robledo, about eight Years after 
the Foundation was laid. 

The Situation of its Port was found 
fo convenient for the Spanijh Fleets, 
and fuch Quantities of rich Merchan- 
dize were brought down near to it, ' 
by the Confluence of the great Rivers 
of Santa Martha and the Magdakna, 
that the Town encreafed in Wealth, 
Numbej of People, ftately Edifices, 
A 2 and 
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and in a Jurifdiction over five or fix 
petty Cities, till in the Year 1585, 
it was fack'd by the Valour of a few 
Englijhy under the Command of Sir 
Francis Drake (in a Reign^ when the 
Publick Good and Honour of England 
was the chief Bufinefs at Court) and 
our Land enrich'd with the Spoils of 
our proud Enemies ; who were hum- 
bled by the Conduct of our Fleets 
abroad, and our Naval Applications 
at home. 

But this City of Carthagena re- 
ceived a greater Blow (before it was 
perfectly repaired) from five Priva- 
teers, led on by a diiguftcd Spaniard^ 
who burnt the Place to Afhes, after 
they had furprized the Governor afleep, 
and feized a mighty Treafure : Yet, 
for all this, it raiied its Head again, 
numbered above tv/enty thoufand In- 
habitants (whereof four thoufand were 
Spaniards^ the reft Mefticoes and Slaves) 
and improved daily in Riches and 
Magnificence, till taken by the French 
fi'om Brefty and the Buccaniers fi'om 

Petit 



The PREFACE. v 
P.etit Guaves, who feverally plunder'd 
it; as is particularly related by Mon- 
fieur De Pointis. 

Into fuch a fatal Stupidity are a 
certain People (by Nature brave, for- 
merly Conquerors and Heroes) of late 
degenerated, either from the ill In- 
fluences of their State, or Church, or 
both ; that now they fall a Prey to 
every Invader, and even to Privateers 
and Vagabonds : The Caufes whereof 
are too manifeft, and own'd by a judi- 
cious and honeft Writer of their own 
Country, whofe Senfe I fhall here de- 
liver. 

' Unreafonable Taxes are multiplied 
' and entailed upon the Spaniards, 
' under Pretence of making good De- 
' ficiencies and Funds of Interefts : The 
' Trcafury grown monftrous, either by 
' obftrufling or diverting the Publicfc 
' Aliment, and by contrafting new 
' Debts : The Grandees themfelves 
' confpire to cheat in their feveral 
' Stations, in order to advance or 
• fupport their own Extravagancies : 
'The 
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John de Laet, Margrave, Heraatuies, 
and otheis, are brought from the ad- 
jacent Pam in greatQuantities. Gold 
is wafhcd down by the Torrents from 
the Mouotaiiu, where ibme |«ecious 
Stonta aic found tn a Word, the 
Country 19 much the fame with the 
neighbouring IfthmusofZ)i;r>>ff,whicb 
has been fb well defcribed by Mr. 
Ringro/e, Moniieur Ravemau de LuJ^ 
fan, and more lately by Captain 
Dampiar, andMr. U^dfer,'iia.t nothing 
more need be iaid here of this Fait 
ol^tttraBirma. 
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CARTHAGENA. 

In the Year, i%7. 

TH £ Dd^n I had long fince ibraiM, of 
a Naval Expedition) diat might be both 
honourable and advantageous* was put 
off from time to time by intervening Ac- 
cidents, although M9nf.P^;!rrri&tfr/r^iii had rcce^v'd 
kis Majefty's Approl>ation of the Project I had the 
Honour to prefent him ; and had, likewife, obtain^ 
4k1 the Ships, Men, and Amnaunition^, which I 
propofed to take with me. 

But at length, the laying up of the Fleet, brought 
by Count Chateau RtnauU from Toulon^ leaving all 
the Marine, in a mannpr^ \dh ; and the Meaiures 
I had taken with Treafurer General ^iSff^/Z^i, fcem-v 
ing to promife a fufficient Fund for the Expence^ 
there appeared no fertber ObftacleSi to the Execution 
^f ;hifi pnterprize. 



2 Monjieur DePointix 

Hereupon we propofcd our Defign to the Publick 5 
which was fo rgcncrally lik*d, and People were fo 
forward to bring in their Money, that Vanolles was 
not able to receive it fail enough ; infomuch, that 
he fancy'd he flioiild be forced to refyfe fcvcral Per-- 
fons, by Reafon we had agreed upon the Sum, and 
reived not to exceed it. 

But the Face of Allaiik became foon altered ; for 
the iPeace being Concluded with Savoy^ made it 
hop'd, that it would fuddenly be attended widi 4 
General One : And 'twas believed, that if the War 
Ihould be at an End, before ' I was under Sail, I 
ihould be ordered to the contrary -, and fpthe Mone]r 
employed upon our Armament, would be infallibly 
loft. And now People were fo far from offering 
new Sums, that thofe who had already engaged in 
the Defign, would have been very wulihg to have 
withdrawn their Contributions. 

I could not inform every Body, that Count 
Mauupas^ who was acquainted with the Particulars 
of our ProjcA, had engaged Monfieur Pontcbar- 
irain^ to ask hjs Majefty, what fhould be done 
with 6ur Armament, in Cafe the Peace fhould be 
agreed upon ? And that his Majefly was pleafed to 
Anfwer, that I might go on with it ; for, if the 
Peace (hould be concluded, he would take Care to 
rc-imburfe the Adventurers. And we were affured 
of this Favour, by an exprcfe Article mferted in the 
Margin of the Minutes of the Marine Council, that 
was held upon this M^tcr : Neverthelefs, many 
Pcrfons conficiering, that the befl which could hap- 
pen, would be to receive their Money again, chofe 
rather to keep it in their Purfes. 

And bcfides this Prejudice, the ill Succefs of 
fome Attempts that preceded mine, and from which 
great Matters were expcAed, difcpuraged the Pubi 
lick more than the Appearance of an approaching 
Peace. 

By 
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!^ j this means We were obliged to ptxxreed upon 
^e Fuad that was already advanced, which wa^ 
much inferior to what I had propoied y and thiji 
€ompelled me to lefTen our Preparations, and con*^ 
i^aentiy weaken the Armament. However^ be- 
ing determined to go thorough with my Under-- 
talking, I refolved t0 make u^ of the Advantages 
Kifhkh the Court was pleafed tb con^r on me^ ift 
«lk^ing me fudi confiderable Succours. $o I re« 
turned to Br eft in the bcginnmg of Oltaber^ 1696 j 
mid to Wdrk we went, with all imaginable Dili* 
glance j to fit wt our Fleet: But; the bad Weather 
hifideml ogr Careening *, fo that we could n6t get 
ou€ ofBreft^ biit iay in that Roa4 'till the 6th of 
Jdtmary \ fnnh whence my Projeft was to have 
fiuled the: bc^nii^ of the preceeding November. 

To add to our Misfortune, I was at that time 
notable to take the Opportunity of a fair Wind 
that fiien offered ; becauie I (laid for a great Con« 
▼ay of Arms and Provifion, that were laden for 
me at RhMi without which I could not proceed ( 
1 had continually expe^ed it for three Months. In 
the midft of dlefc Perplexities, I underftoqd they 
were at laft arrived at Port Lewis ^ where they were 
forced to pot ifl^ to avoid a Squadron of the Ene- 
my < d^t Jbad for fome time crqifed upon that Coaft^ 
ind had them in Sight. By tins, I found our Naval 
Preparation upon the f cry point of mifcarrying \ 
oiir Prbvjflons were already much dinuqifticd, and 
the Appearance very great, diat the Enemy's Squa-i 
dron would remain there, and we ufteriy confuqaa 
our Provifions in the Road of Br eft / Upon which 
I fix'd my Refolution 1 which although it fecmcd 
v*ry hazardous^ was yet the ©njy Mcrhod that thtf 
Fofture of my Affairs would permit me to take : 
It was to find out my Convoy, and even to difcn- 
gage fhem at the tiazard of a Battle: Now, altho^ 

B a 1 fltouki 



4 Monjieur De PointiV 

I Ihould have the beft of it, yet it could not hd 
wthout a might/ Inconvenicricy to me ; but I 
flattered mjr fclf, that poffiWy I might not be dif- 
covered by the Enemy % or, in cafe of meetit^ 
with them, get mdifferently well off, aiid refit at 
Port Lewis^ and then try to get out % and happen 
what ^ould, hy vt^hatfbever way it fliould be my 
Fate to be loft, I had rather haVe been ruin*d with 
our Arms in our Hands, than mifcarry for want of 
RefoluHon, and in a fhameful' Abode there. 

Accordingly I had given my Orders to fail the 
next Day j at which Time I underftood by S^nah 
from UJhanlj that they defcribed a ^ery kie Meet* 
We knew very well, by feveral Accounts that there 
were about Forty EngltJblAtn rf War abroad, with 
Orders to cruize Mott Breft; and by all manned 
of Means to prevent my Paflage^ by which my De- 
parture feem'd impoflible, my Enterprize defeated^ 
and my Misfortune unavoidable. ' However, I pro-» 
posM other Matters to myfelt and kept to my firft 
Kcfolution, not thinking my Condition much worfc 
for this News : The little way between Brejt and 
Port-Lewiu or the Entrance mto the River Mor-^ 
hian'y of which I had taken particular Gare to in- 
form myfclf, that I might fccure my Retreat into 
it, gave me fome Hopes to believe, that I might 

})robably get in thither, before I fliould be too deep- 
y engaged in aBattle ; and then having once got on/ 
Board what the Convoy had brought me, I might 
by the Favour of the long N ights, get away, with- 
out being feen by the Enemy, or atthe >*orft Efcape 
a fmall Danger in a running Fight. So this great 
Fleet did no more alter my Circumftances, than 
ipf it had been a finall Squadron ; againll which, 
in the JJundurc I was in, the Haiad d fight- 
ihg was as dangerous^ as with a cipical Fleet, 
wy Care being to get away, and profccuto the Bu.* 

fioel^ 
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flncfe of my Projects Befides^ Jf I could get a lit- 
tle before the Enemies, there w^ no great an Ap« 
peatuoce for them eidiet' to come edUyup i^idi me; 
or chat they would be in Condition to purfue nfie for 
two tbw&nd Leases that I might lead them : I 
had) Moreover, the OppOKunity of feparating imy 
Shiprs inf the N2ght, bv ordcxtAg them difterei^ 
Couties to the appomtea Retadezvotia. 

The Governor' iAUJhdfit fent an Exptefs to afliirc 
mfe. That he could difcern forty Men of War, 
amongft whrch were five Englifi or Dutch Flags : I 
reciei v^ this News atMidnight, and making Ufe of 
ft in ^Manner quke different to theOpmion of them* 
that fent* k me, I nrtade the Ming Si^^; and wasf 
under Sail by that Time it was Day, it being upon 
the Seventh of January^ ^^97 • I h^id fbme Diayii be- 
fore, fent my- Orders to the Veffels at Port Lewis^\ 
to coHie away immediately, running all Hazards ta 
join me j^ bat to keep fo near the Shoar, that thef 
Enemies Ships might not dare to approach them,*- 
or ta avoid their Cannon by running into" the Ports* 
that are upon that Coaft ; which are good enoughf 
to cover ilich fmall VelTels, as I exptfted from the 
Danger of Cmilers. I lud fent the Mutint Frigate,' 
and the Prmi^xrr^ Brigantihe, t!b convoy them who . 
expeded them at Pennemarc Point. 

We were? htirdly got out of the Goulet when flie 
faw thfe Fleet appear at Point Raz, with the fmalt 
Convoy I had fent to them ; whereupon I came' 
immediately to an Anchor at Bertheaum^j where h 
made all the hafte I could to gee OUr Provifions oa. 
Board our Ships and Fly-bbats-, and by extraordi- 
Aary Ditigenee, I was ki a Condition' of faiUng^ the' 
next Day, 

We were hardly got inta the Courffe, when the 
Scepter ftruck upon a Place, where, according t(f 
tehe Rutesof Navigation,there could be no Manner of 
|>angcr ^ after having ftruck three Times very vio- 
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6 Monjieur "be PointiV 

Icntly, we thought flie was juft upon finking, dpc- 
cialiy when we faw a great many Planks floating 
upon the Water -, at the fame Time we percciv'd 
her to float, and running immediately to the Pumps, 
we found fhe did not make one Drop of Water. 
We could not tell what to think of this Accident, 
however, it was conchided, that it could not be a 
Rock fhe had (Iruck upon, but upon fome funk 
VeiTel that floated undef Water, which being left 
flrong than the Scepter, had occafioned us that A- 
Jarm by the breaking of her Planks, without any 
ways prejudicing the Scepter. We continued our 
Courfe, endeavouring to avoid the Enemies : I had 
fo regulated myfclf to the Tides, as to be, by the 
Beginning of the Night, at Pennemarc Point i bc- 
Cdes there was no great Probability I ihould be 
difcovered in failing fo Httlc away, efpeciallyby 
Rcafon of our lidding io near the Coaft. I refol- 
vcd at the fame Time to fleer dirci5tly from Penue- 
marc to the Coaft oiSpain^ which I defigned to leave 
to the Southward. This Courfe, fo contrary to 
whatis cuflomarily taken, toget clear of theLand, 
which the Enemiea muft know 1 defigned ; and up- 
on which, moft probably, they formed their Me- 
thod of Cruifing, was ihc moft likely Expedient 
to deceive them. This had tlie defired Effeft, 
and the Wind continuing favourable, I tirft made 
Cape Orlegal, and afterwards continued my Courfe 
toward the Ifland of St. Domingo, where I arrived 
in fifty-five Days i during which there happened 
nothing remarkable, unlcfs it was, that having pf- 
fed the Tropick, we met with H^efi-Soutb-H^tfi 
Winds, and conl'cquently contrary, which is noc 
ufual. 

The Pleafure of arriving at Cttpe Franc'uy which 
was that Pan of St. Domitrgo that I came to, was 
migiaced by feveral Accident». I underftood thcrtf 
that Capt. DefMielit who commanded thno Stu^ 
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Expedition to Carthagcna. 7 

in thofe Seas, for whom I had Orders to join 
with my Squadron, was eight Days before my 
Arrival fail'd upon his Return to France. I was 
there likewife inform'd by Monf Dau»0Uy Lieute- 
nant-Governor of the Idand, that the Succours 
which Monf. Du Cafe, Governor of the Coaft had 
prepared for me, confifted in about four hundred 
Men, altho' he had Orders to join me with the 
Strength of the whole Colony. 

It is true, that by good Fortune all the Pyratcs 
of thofc Parts, which are ufuaily called BuceafiUrs, 
were met together at thatTime ; It was thought that 
I might find a Party of them j but it was no ways 
to be imagin'd, that I ihould find them ail ; for 
they go out and come in as they plcafe -, confequent- 
ly, this AlTiftance could not be computed at 14 or 
1500 Men, as I was made to believe Ifliould find 
at St. Domingo, neither did they exceed 600. So 
I waS' near upon 3 thoufand Men Jhort of my Ac- 
count. 

The Departure of Capt. Befaugets depriv'd me 
of a like Number of Men, and two great Ships. 
Moreover, I was fallen Ihort of two great Ships, 
and feveral Frigates, fpecified in my firfl: Projeft, 
by which Means I found myfelf reduc'd to half the 
Force I propos'd at the Beginning. 

I did not think fit to come to an Anchor at the 
Cape, but left there three Frigates, the Muline^ 
the Avetiant, and the Marin, to take in fuch For- 
ces as might be drawn from thenci:, and the frefii 
Provifions which Commiffary Da Tiiiuel was to 
fupply my Squadron with. 

S. yandrillet Commander of the Marin, that 
was fent two Months before I left France, with 
Orders for Monf. Du Cajfe to have the Forces 
ready that were appointed for my alTiftance, after 
he had carried his Difpatches to Petit Gunves, Ciiled 
for the Cape, and attended me there, 

U 
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In his Paflage from France to St. Dmtifigo^ her 
<was attacked by an Englijb Ship of 54 Guns* who 
notwithftanding her Superiority, was forced' to re? 
tire with Shame, after a Fight of fevieral H^urs* 

Defaugets going for the Honduras^ before he re-p 
turned to France j had ordered th^ Chevalier De la 
Motte d^Heran^ on Board the (Si^rift^ taken from 
the Spaniards J to fail direfUj for France^ with the 
JPavqriie Frigate, whom I mund at the Cape upon 
liis Departure. Thefe two Ships were both mann'd 
with the Favorite^% Crew only, eonfequendy very 
weak Men of War ; wherefore I r^folved to make; 
uTe of but one of them, to put all the Men into her, 
and leave the other Ship at Petii Guaves. By Vir- 
tue of the King's Letter, which I had to Defaugets^ 
and his Squadron, I ordered La Motte d^Heran to 
join me ; which he did, and chofe the Cbrifi that he 
commanded. 

About Eight a Clock, upon the Siyth of March 
I came to an Anchor over-againft Exier^ the ufual 
Refidence of Monf. Du Cajfe \ who came immedi- 
ately on ficx^ to advife with me about the fhip* 
ping of the Men he was to bring me ; and fqeing 
that I did not diflemble neither my Surprize, nor 
my Trouble at the fmall Number of Men he ha4 

Erovided for me ; he protefted that he had done all 
e could, and continually endeavoured to make me 
have a great Opinion of the good Succeis of this At? 
tempt ; for that the Buccaniers were 4t that Jun-r 
dure all together, and would every Man of *em 
perform Wonders* We agreed that he ihould go 
to Fetxt Guaves J and that I would be ready by that 
dme it was Day, to get into the Port : l)u Qajfe 
came thither to join me, living a Defign on Foot 
which I did not imagine 4 Ji brought him the Du- 
plicate of the Order which he had rec^ivp^ from Sr. 
VandrilU^ which he did not read when I delivered 
it to him, by rea&in it was wrote in Cyphers* Ther^ 
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was added in that Letter^ without my Knowledge, 
that he was to contrive the Means of fucceeding in 
^n Attempt that was approved by his Majefty, 
without damaging the Colony : This Rcftriftion 
did in fome Meafure deprive me of the Power of 
commanding his Forces, feeing he had an Oppor- 
tunity of pretending to keep them for the Preferva- 
tion of his Colony. He faid, that he would not 
infift qpon Terms with me, as being perfwaded 
that I would have a regard to his Charadler. I re- 
plied. That the greateft Charafter he could pretend 
to, was that of being Captain of a Ship, which he 
had the Honour to command by his Commiffion ; 
all that I could do, was, that he fhould ferve in 
that Capacity, according to his Seniority, which 
did fubmit him to feveral others, who nevcrthelefs, 
would not pretend to concern themfelves with the 
Forces of his Government ; in Relation to whom, 
I fhould addrefs myfelf to him -, that he was to ac- 
cept this Propofition, or not to embark with me^ 
for I had no Orders to compel him. 

After refufing thcfe Offers he left me 5 and think- 
ing no more of him, I was furprized to hear, that 
he took all imaginable Care for what was pcrfonally 
neCeffary to him in this Expedition ; and that he 
reported, he would rather come on board as a pri- 
vate Soldier, than not engage in fo glorious an 
Affair. He fhewed much Courage and Defire 
of Glory in his Difcourfc, and it is Pity, that he 
afterwards difcover'd his Refoludon to proceed from 
Motives and Interefts fomething lefs generous. 

In the mean Time we employed ourfelves m 
getting of Water, Woodj and other Things necef- 
fary for the Squadron, and to fit up the VefTels of 
the BuccanierSy which were all unrigg'd ; without the 
Help of the Rigging and Cordage, that I ordered 
to be delivered them by my Squadron, it would 
have been impofli&le for them to put to Sea v we 

C like wife 



lo Monfieur De PointiV 

likewife diftributed the Provifions there, which I 
had brought for the Forces that were to embark with 
me; in ihort,we prepared all things for our Departure. 
It was then neceffary to regulate the Pretenfions of 
the Buccaniersy who dcfired to be aflured of their 
Shares of the expefted Frizes. 

Thefe Free-booters are, for the moft Part, com- 
posed of thofe that defert from Ships that come up- 
on the Coaft : The Advantage they bring to tne 
Governors, protefts them againft the Profecution of 
the Law ; befides, all thofe that are apprehended in 
France J as Vagabonds, or fuch as can give no Ac- 
count of themfelves, arcfent to thefe iflands, where 
they are obliged to ferve for three Years. The firft 
that gets them, obliges them to work in the Plantati- 
ons ; at the End of the Term ofServitude,fomeBody 
lends them a Gun, and to Sea they go a Buccanier- 
ing. This Profeflion hath maintained itfclf along 
while by this Sort of Recruits, and fubfifts by their 
Piracies -, they were formerly altogether indepen- 
dent, but of late Years they have been reduced un- 
der the Government of the Coaft of St. Domingo ; 
they have Commiffions given them, for which they 
pay the Tenth of all Prizes, and are now called 
the King's Subjefts : For the Governors of St. Do- 
mngo being enrich'd by them, do mightily extol 
them for the Damages they do to the Spaniards^ and 
endeavour to have it believed that the Buccanien 
are the Strength and Suj /iX)rt of the Colony ; where- 
as, they are in Effect the Ruin of it : For if fuch 
as are conveyed thither, were kept from the Liber- 
ty of embracing this infamous Profeffion, which 
an Impunity for all forts of Crimes renders fo much 
beloved, we fliould not have loft, in a few Years^ 
above fix thouiand Men, that might have improved 
and peopled the Cblc^ny. And thus indeed they 
would have been truly the Strength and Support of 
the Place. 

As 
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As to their Matters, altho' they are pleafed to be 
counted the King's Subjefts, yet it is with fo much 
Arrogance, as obliges all thofe that are defirous 
to make ufe of them, to court them in the moft 
flattering Terms. This not being agreeable to my 
Difpofition, and being they were in the Dominions 
of his Majefty, and efteeming them as hisSubjeds, 
which the Governor was obliged to deliver to me ; 
I plainly told them, that they fhould find me a 
Commander to lead them on, but not as a Compa- 
nion of their Fortune ; that if they made any Dif- 
ficulties, either to embark or obey, I would certain- 
ly burn all their Veffels, even to the pooreft Boats, 
and inevitably deprive them of the Means for fomc 
Years, if not for ever, of continuing their Depre- 
dations. 

It was fear'd, that upon thefe Threats they would 
betake themfelves to the Woods, as being their 
ufual Retreat upon any Diflatisfaftion : But I knew 
they apprehended very much the Execution of my 
Menaces ; and moreover, that the Governor, who 
is fo highly concerned in their Piracies, would 
omit no fort of Care to retain them in their Duty. 

The Demand they made, ef having their Share 
in the Divifion of the Prizes fecured to them, M^as 
very reafonable •, therefore I explained myfelf in 
Writing, and caufed it to be fixed up in feveral 
Places, implying. That they Jhould^ Manfor Man^ 
have the fame Shares of Booty ^ that were allowed to 
the Men on Board the Kin^s Ships. 

I was informed of their. Cuftoms, and that of di- 
vers Ways of dividing the Shares, (which is com- 
monly a very troublefome Bufinefs) ; the moft ufual 
Method was this, by reckoning by the Number of 
the Men ; for Example : A Veffel of a hundred 
Men, hath double the Allowance that is made to 
another of but Fifty, fo the reft in Proportion. I 
made no manner of Delay in the Choice I was to 

C 2 mak<^\ 
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make ; as likewife to acquaint them, that I could 
not meddle with any thing that belonged to the 
King, the Admiral, and the Undertakers of the 
Armament. That*his Majcfty had been pleafed to 
allow to the feveral Ships Companies, the Tenth of 
the Firft Million, and a Thirtieth Part of all the 
others : And I engaged myfclf in Writing to give 
the Buccaniers the fame Terms, Du Ca£i told me, 
that I had taken the eafieft Method, dcfiring mc 
only to leave with him the Original of that 
Writing, including the Frigate Pontcbartrain^ 
commanded by Lieutenant Mornay^ who defired 
to ferve in the Squadron upon the fame Conditions 
that I had granted to the Buccanien : There was 
likewife comprehended, at the Dcfire of Du Ca£i^ 
a Frigate of St. Malo^ fitted both for War and 
Traffick. We (hall have Occafion to menrioa 
this Writing-in, in the Sequel of our Story. 

Upon the Eighteenth, all the Ships that I had 
left at Cape Francis^ having joinM my ^quadron 
with La Motte ^Heran^ whom I had likewife or«« 
deredtojoin me ; I made ready on the Nineteenth 
to go and ancbor at Cape Ttburon^ being the 
furtheft Weftern Point of St. Domingo ; the 
Water there is better and eafier to be got, than in 
any other Place, fo it was abfolutely ncccffary for 
me to touch there ; befides, I was very dcfirous xo 
get out ot Port, to oblige the Buccaniers to come 
on Board, which they ever defer to the laft Mo- 
ment -, however, they at laft got on Board, feeing 
me at fome Diftance, and followed the Squadron, 
as alfo the Pontchartrain^ which Du Caffe had 
chofen for himfclf ; when on a fudden, a violent 
North-wind, which is very extraordinary, and 
rarely known in this Seafon, fcattered not only the 
Buccaniers^ but likewife all the Ships of my Squa- 
dron, infomuch that I continued alone for above 
thirty Hours, two Chaloups fent from the Scepter^ 

to 
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^to the Affiftancc of two Buc canters in danger of 
ftranding, not being able to get up with me ; but 
good Weather coming on, we all met upon the 
aSch in the Road of IroiSy three Leagues diftant 
from Cape ^buron. 

Until then I had kept my Defign fecret, not be- 
ing wholly determined on the Matter : Du Cajfc, 
who underftood by his Letters from Court, that the 
principal Defign of the Expedition was upon Car-- 
tbagenaj did judge the Execution impoffible, by 
Reafon of the feveral Accidents already mentioned, 
and the fmall Number of Forces with me. He 
reprefented "unto me, with much Appearance of 
Reafon, that according to the laft Advices from the 
Indian Coafts, the Galleons muft be at Porto Bellos 
or upon their Way toCarihagenay in order to their 
Return for Spain ; that we might reafonably hope 
to meet with them by (leering that Courfe ; and 
that by our Strength we might reckon ourfelves fe- 
cure of them, altho' we found them in Porto Belloj 
for notwithftanding the Port is defended by three 
Caftles, yet it is open enough for us to get in, and 
poffefs ourfelves of thofe Caftles, by Means of 
our Bombs. But I had my Reafons not to follow 
this Opinion : The Galleons might as well be at 
Carthagena as at Sea, and I was feniible, by 
my own Experience, how uncertain *tis to meet 
Ships at Sea, a Thing not to depended upon ; 
moreover, it feemed plain to me, that the lefs 
the Spaniards were in a Condition to defend them- 
felves at Porto Belloy the lefs Reafon I had to hope 
for an Advantage by their Defeat, otherwife than 
in the Honour I might gain % for they would cer- 
tainly have burnt, or funk, their Ships, upon the 
Approach of fuch a Squadron as I had the Honour 
to command, and that Treafure, not loil to them» 
muft have been abfolutely fo to me, fince I could 
not poffibly have continued long enough there, to 
get it out of the Water. Thefc 
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Thefe Confiderations abfolutcly difluaded me 
from going firft of all to Porto Bello^ which Voyage 
would have fpent my Provifions, and rcnder'd me 
uncapable of any other confiderable Attempt. Vera 
Cruz was a more likely Place ; for we were well 
affured, that one of the Flotas had been there ever 
fince the Beginning of September^ and that they 
could not go away before the Beginning of May^ 
therefore I could not mifs meeting with them ; 
moreover, my Forces were fufficient to make me 
Matter of the City, which may be entred without 
our being expofed to the Fire of the Cattle, which 
is impregnable by its advantageous Situation : It 
is buUt on a Rock, in the middle of the Sea, and 
furrounded on all Sides with extraordinary Fortifi- 
cations. However, with my great Store of Artil- 
lery, I could, in a very little Time have reduced 
that Cattle to Afhes ; befides the Bombs that I 
could have ufed from my Ships, I might have rais'd 
what Batteries of Cannon and Mortars I pleafed 
on Shoar, which is not above two hundred Yards 
from it. 

I fhould not have run the Rifque here as I mutt 
have done at Porto Bello^ of feemg the Spaniards 
burn the Ships to deprive me of their Silver : For it 
being well known they do embark the Plate there, 
but a very few Days before the Departure of the 
Flota, confequently, at the wortt, I could only 
have loft the Merchandizes, of which I made little 
Account. In (hort, 'tis probable, I Ihould have 
engag'd in this Expedition, had I not received fome 
Advices at St. Domingo^ that occafioned me new 
Perplexities, viz. That tho' the Plate was not ufed 
to be embark'd until the Day before the Fleet failed, 
and was brought from Mtxko to Vera CruZj long 
before it was put on Board -, yet of late Years, upon 
fome Jealoufies, they bring it no farther than Pue^ 
bio de los AngeloSf forty Leagues up the Country, 

from 
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from whence 'tis conveyed direilly on Board the 
Flota. 

According to the Rules of Navigation, which 
*tis not neceflfary to infert here, the FJota could not 
fail till the Month of May ; yet they might not come 
away even until the Month of Auguft ; fo if they had 
not by Chance taken the Refolution of coming a- 
way with the firft of the Seafon, it being then but 
Afarcbj and we not above three Weeks fail from 
them, I did forefee that our Defign would be ruin'd 
by my Arrival before the Plate was brought down, 
and I was no ways in a Condition of marching 
forty Leagues, with fuch a fmall Body of Forces, 
in an Enemy's, and well - inhabited Country. 
Moreover I was not willing to begin with a Place 
that Ihould have fruft rated my farther Intentions, 
in cafe I had been unfuccefsful : For fuch is the 
Nature of the Gulph of Mexico^ at the Bottom 
whereof Vera Cruz is fituated, that at our coming 
out again, it would not be poflible for us to enter- 
tain any other Thoughts, but thofe of returning to 
Europe^ as well becaufe of the Length of the 
Voyage, as becaufe the Winds and the Setting of the 
Currents, would have prevented all other Attempts 
to the Eaftward. 

The only Place I could fix my Refolutions upon, 
was Cartbagena^ which lay to windward ; and altho' 
I fhould have miffed my Aim there, yet it would 
not have been any Obftacle to my other Defigns; 
not even againft Vera Cruz^ unlels I confumcd my 
Time by adventuroufly falling upon the firft Place, 
without a well-grounded Affurance of carrying it : 
The fmall Number of my Forces, was the only 
Thing that could diffuade me from this Attempt j 
but this Want of Strength, might be remedied by 
good Management. 

Capt. Venner^ an Englijhman^ having been feveral 
Years in the Service of the Spaniards in the Weft- In- 

die$^ 
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i2rW, and commanded feveral of their Ships^ was late- 
ly come into the Service of France^ and was placed 
on Board Defaugets^ until fome other Employ fhoiild 
be given him. This Officer was very well ac- 
quainted with the Coafts and Places of the Weft-- 
Indies ; he had likewife fome Knowledge of Geo- 
metry, and by the Affiftance of Canettej my prin- 
cipal Engineer, I got him to draw feveral Plans, 
cipecially that of Cartbagena^ which we found to be 
as exad: as any Thing could be expected that was 
made by Memory. 

My firft Defign was to have immediately landed 
with five thoufand Men, near Cartbagenaj not in- 
cluding the Seamen. I escpcdted to have drawn 
thefe Forces from the Places before -mentioned, with 
which I reckoned I fhould be able to force the Place, 
tho' befides its ordinary Defence, the whole Strength 
of the Galleons fhould have been in it. But I was 
all Manner of Ways very much miftaken in my Ac- 
count, fcarce having one half of the Forces I pro- 
posed, with which there was no Probability of tak- 
ing a Place io famous in India^ and fo well known 
in Europe^ for its Fortifications, which I found to 
be even better than they were reputed to be. The 
Ships were to anchor in the open Sea, and by that 
means mull have been expos'd to all the Inconveni- 
encies of the bad Seafon, which was not quite over i 
befides, I might have been furpriz'd by the Englijb 
Squadron, which I knew had Orders to follow me. 
In this cafe tlxere was no likelihood for me toexpeft 
any Service from the Seamen, it being altogether 
neceflary to leave them on Board to work the Ships 
in bad Weather -, but then again, having only the 
Land- Forces to re-embark, I might, upon any Oc- 
cafion, foon put myfelf into a Pofture of Defence. 

Then I inugin*d, that if inftead of attacking 
Cartbagena^ I only attempted Bocca cbica^ which 
defends the Entrance into that vaft Harbour, called 

the 
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the Lagune of Carthagena^ and (hould carry that 
Fort, the reft would be cafily acquired, by reafon I 
might bring my Ships under the Protection of this 
Fort, and thereby make ufe of the Seamen that 
might then be fparcd from the Ships, which would 
in fomeMeafure make up the Want of Land- Forces. 

However, this Defign had its Difficulties like- 
wife : For the Paflagc which this Fort defends, i$ 
fo narrow and winding, that there's no failing 
through it, but you muft warp your Ships along 
by their Anchors and Cables ; now two Ships ri£ 
ing within, can prevent this Work, and alone de- 
fend the Entrance againft the ftrongeft Fleet : I 
could not imagine, but that the Spaniards would 
|)(e that Precaution, in cafe the Galleons had been 
at Carthagena. 

On the other Hand, if I could make a Defcent 
on any other Part of the Ifland, at one End of which 
(lands Carthagena^ at the other Bocca chica^ I might 

1 probably furmount all Dipculties, by expeditioufly 
anding of my Cannon ; with which croffing the 
Ifland, and raifing of Batteries on the Banks of the 
^agon^ I knew very well, I could either fink, or 
force away any Ships that fliould be jpofted to defend 
the Entrance : As to the Fort, I did no ways doubt 
the taking of it with the Help of my Bombs, in 
fpight of any Succours the Enemy might bring to 
it by Land. 

Being once in Poflcffion of Bocca cbica^ I had fc- 
veral Reafons for good Hopes, in cafe the Galleons 
were not there, that I fliould, by the Help of the 
Seamen (which I might take wncn the Ships were 
fecui^d) be enabled to attempt Carthagena ; and if 
the Galleons were there, then t proposed to attack. 
them ; and in cafe they Ihould refolvc to fink them- 
felves, then I fliould be able fo to terrify the Place 
with my Bombs, that they would yield to a Contri- 
bution that might reimburfe my Undertakers ; and 

D from 
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from thence I could afterwards fteer to fomc other 
Leeward Place, 

After I had duly weighed thefc Matters, I ab(b- 
lutely refolved upon failing to Carthagena^ and V 
publifhed my Resolution \ which was applauded and 
received with all Marks of Satisfaction from the 
Soldiers. Du Cajje proposed the fending away two 
Frigates of Buccaniers^ to precede me, which ihould 
land in the Night near Cartbagenay to take what 
Prifoners they could make, and carry them to Sam^ 
bee^ twelve Leagues to Windward of Cartbagena^ 
and there expert our Coming. Capt. Pierre^ and 
Capt. Blou^ were inftantly commanded to fail upon 
this DeOgn ; but inftead of executing thefe Orclers^ 
the Defire of Pillaging, according to their ufual Cuf- 
tom, engaged them to chafe fome fmall Veflels 
they met, which they had not the Courage to board 
after they had driven them aground ; and thisocca- 
fioned them to lofe fo much Time, that without 
having been at Cartba^ena^ they arrived after mc 
at Sambee^ where a fudden Guft from the North- 
Eaft, called here a Breeze, had forced me to come 
to an Anchor, and wait for better Weather to ap- 
pear before Cartbagena in. 

On the thirteenui, the Wind being abated, we 
got under Sail, and directed our Courfe for Car^ 
tbagena. The whole Fleet was compofcd of thefe 
Ships : Seven Frigates from eight to twenty four 
Guns, on board them about fix hundred and fifty 
Buccaniers. One hundred and ten Inhabitants of 
St. Domingo^ one hundred and feventy Garrifon Sol- 
diers of the Coaft, and one hundred and eighty Ne- 
groes, were difperfed on board the Men of War, 
and Flyboats belonging to the Squadron. This was 
all the Afllftance which I received from the Govern* 
ment of St. Domingo. 

The 
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The Pontcbartrain^ and the French Frigate were 
join*d to us as before mentioned ; the one having 
fortjr Guns, and one hundred Men ; the other twen- 
ty four Guns, and fixty Men. 

The Squadron was composed of feven great 
Ships. 

The Scepter^ carrying eighty four Guns, and fix 
hundred and fifty Men, commanded by Guillotin : 
I was on board this Ship. 

The St. Lewis of fixty four Guns, and four 
hundred and twenty Men, commanded by Levy^ 
who afted as Vice-Admiral. 

The Fori of feventy Guns, and four hundred and 
fifty Men, commanded by the Vifcount Coetlogon^ 
who ferved as Rear Admiral. 

The VermandoiSy Apollo Furieuxy and St. Mi- 
cbaeU all four of fixty Guns each, and three hun- 
dred and fifty Men, were commanded by Duhuif-' 
fin Gomhaudy La Motte Mcbel^ and the Cheva- 
lier de Marolles. * 

The Cbrift^ a Spanijh Prize, commanded by the 
Chevalier de la Motte d^Heran^ of two hundred and 
twenty Men, and forty four Guns. 

The Avenant^ by the Chevalier Francine^ two 
hundred Men, and thirty Guns. 

The Marin, commanded by St. Fandrille^ had^ 
one hundred and eighty Men, and twenty eight 
Guns. 

The Eclatantj Bomb-VelTcl, comanded by De* 
Mons^ had fixty Men. 

The Providence^ Brigantinc, of thirty Men, 
and four Guns, commanded by the Chevalier De 
VEfcouet. 

Two Flyboats. 

Four Boats, call'd by the French I'raverftery who 
had each of them one Gun, and a Mortar. 

D 2 On 
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On board thefe Ships, and Vcflels, were one 
hundred and ten Officers, fifty five Guards Marine, 
two thoufand one hundred Seamen, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty Soldiers, effedive Men. 

Before I left the Road of Irois^ or Cape Ttburon^ 
which is the fame Place, I had regulated the Defcent, 
and the manner of employing our Forces. 

Tht Captains of the Men of War, viz. thofc 
that efFeftually were fo, (but not all thofc who com- 
manded for fuch, as dia feveral Galliot-Captains^ 
and fome Men of War Lieutenants) were to fervc as 
General-Officers, dividing themfclves according to 
their Seniority, to be alternately aihoar and on board^ 
for it was abfolutcly neceflary to have fome of them 
always in Command on board the Ships. Du CaJJi 
had the Command of all the Buccaniers^ and Inha- 
bitants of the Coaft, whom I left to him, under 
their ancient Captains. 

By Order of the Court, there was a State Major, 
composed of SoreU Infpeftor-General of the Marine 
Troops of Britany. The Defire of ferving in this 
Expedition, induc'd him likewife to take upon hioi 
the Funftion of Major-Gencral ; but taking place 
only as Captain of ^hefut^ Major •, of two Aid- 
Majors-Gcncrals, who were the ChtvzWtrsJaucoru 
and De Pointis ; a Sub-Major-Gcncral, Berandin 5 
and fome Guards Marine, as Sub- Majors: 

Of Du Ttlleul^ Commiflary. 

One principal Engineer, and another, viz. Ca- 
nette and Tange)\ for whom were rompos'd two 
Brigades of Officers, or Guards-Marine, as alfo 
fome Volunticr-Soldiers, that were in fome mca- 
fure thought capable of ferving as Engineers. The 
Chevalier de Ferriere^ du Creft^ and Courfy^ were 
the chief of thefe Brigades ; the Chevaliers de Nef^ 
mondy and Pouilermont^ Enfigns. La Land du 
Cbes^ and Rocbebonne^ Guards Marine, chofc to 
(crvc as Aids de Camps under mc. 

Six 
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Six Battalions were compos'd of the Soldiers oti 
board the King's Ships % the firft was a Body of 
two hundred and fifty Grenadiers, drawn out of all 
the reft commanded, by La Roche de Vigier^ Capt* 
of a Frigate, but then ferving as fecond Captain on 
board the Sceper^ commanded, I fay, by him, as 
Colonel ; le Chevaliers de Vexins^ Lieutenant of a 
Man of War, as Lieutenant Colonel; Vaujaux 
ferv'd as Major ; St. Lazare d^ Aide ; Framne^ 
Montruftery and Vignancourt^ had the Command 
of the five Companies that made this Battalion. 

The five Senior Lieutenants of Infantry Marine, 
commanded as Colonels in the five other Battalions 
of three hundred Men each ; who were the Cheva- 
lier Marolksy le Cbenau^ de Brefne^ Simonet ; the 
Guards-Marine were divided among them to aug- 
ment the Number of Officers. Befides thefe, I made 
Detachments of four hundred Seamen, under their 
own Officers, all arm'd with Scythes and Piftols ; 
upon occafion, thefe were to be commanded by 
Lieutenants of Ships, that had no Companies, who 
were de Vaulx^ Languejoue^ Carcavy^ SiglaSy and 
Sabran ; thefe were to be reliqv'd by five Captains 
of Firefhips that were on board our Squadron. 

The one hundred and feventy Soldiers drawn 
out of the Garrifons on the Coaft of St. Domingo^ 
were in a feparate Body, and commanded by Beau^' 
mont. The one hundred and ten Inhabitants, and 
the one hundred and eighty Negroes, made 
each of them another. The Buccaniers were all in 
one Troop. 

The Plans, and Memoirs, which I had of feve* 
ral Places, of whofe Errors I have much reafon to 
complain, were nevercheles true in one Point : For 
they gave me a plain AITurance, that if we did not 
feize at our Arrival at Carthagena^ upon a confide- 
rable Eminence, and a Church called Noftre Dame 
de la Pouppe^ that commands the Avenues, all the 

Trcafutc 
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Treafurc would be carried off, the greateft Part, 
being in Gold and Emeralds, eafily to be tranf- 
ported up into the Country ; which the Spaniards 
would not fail to do, upon the Approach of fuch 
a formidable Fleet. 

To get Poffeffion of this Poft, I refolved to land 
the Buccamers the Night after my coming to an 
Anchor, they being very proper for fuch an At- 
tempt, as being accultomed to marching and fubfift- 
ing in the Woods, where each of them carries his 
own Provifions, and lives upon what he kills ; (b 
I was informed at leaft : Thus not being encum- 
bered with any Baggage, their March might be 
kept fecret, their Irruption unexpe<5ted, and in cafe 
of Neceffity, their Retreat fecure by Ways un- 
paflable to others. I had concerted witli Du Cajfe 
all things relating to this Deflgn,which he undertook 
to fee executed : We agreed upon the Signals he 
Ihould make me by Fires from the Hills, to ac-^ 
quaint me whether he wanted any Affiftancc, a 
Veffels to re-embark his Men ; or upon Taking of 
the Poft, whether he was in a Condition of main- 
taining it pr hot. On my Part, I was to inform 
him by Signals from the Ships of my Condition, 
and the Refolution which various Accidents might 
oblige me to take. 

Having concluded upon this Method of executing 
our Defign, we arrived between Cartbagena and 
Point Hicacosy four Leagues to the Eaft warf, where 
finding good Anchorage in a great Bay, which the. 
Land makes by running out to the Southward, we 
came to an Anchor about Four a Clock, two 
Leagues from the City, on the fame Day, being 
the Thirteenth. The Squadron was got ready in 
the Morning at Samhee^ and I delivered all my 
Orders by Signals : By this Diligence I was fure 
to make a fecure Defcent, it not b^ing poffible that 

an 
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an Enemy could be able to guard all the Shoar, or 
march down time enough to hinder our landing. 

So foon as the Ships were come to an Anchor, 
I made the Signal for the Chaloups (that were to 
land the Buccamers) to go on board their Frigats, 
{q foon as it was dark, and to them to be in Rea- 
dinefs for the Boats, altho' it was refolved they 
fhould not embark till Midnight, to the End they 
might be aflioar fome Hours only before Daylight. 

In the mean Time, the Fort^ the Mutinej and 
the Bomb-Veflel, acamling to their Orders, were 
advanced towards the City ; the laft near enough to 
bombard, and the odier two to guard her. I ex- 
pected, by thus employing of the Enemy with my 
Bombs, to divert them from taking other neceflary 
Precautions* 

When the Buccaniers were to be embarked, in 
order to their landing, they did not behave them- 
felves fo heroically as Du Cajfe had boafted of them : 
For this Separation from the King's Forces afforded 
them a Frofpeft of the dreadfulleil Dangers ; they 
began to apprehend the Want of Provifions in the 
Woods, where they were ufed to fubfift many 
Days, when they were only to rob and cut People's 
Throats fleeping, whereas now they were to march 
againft a People that flood on their Defence i yet 
to take away one of their Pretences that covered 
their Fear, we delivered them Provifion, and the 
Major-General, after much ftirring, got them at 
laft into the Boats. 

All was in a Readinefs for the Defcent, when I 
fortunately refolved to vifit theShoar, for the moft 
proper Place of landing : One would not have 
thought that in a great Bay, fheltered from the 
Winds that ufually reign upon this Coaft, where 
Ships find a good Anchorage, and the Sea calm, it 
ihould be impoifible to get aihoar ; but fcarce were 
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we come to it, whcn^ the Waves breaking upon the 
Rocks even with the Water, did but little mifs of 
filling my Canoe quite full of Water at once : hevy^ 
Du Caffij and TiUuel were with me. We rowed 
down the Strand towards Cartbagena^ in Hopes of 
finding fome proper Place ; but there the S^ lan 
higher than from whence we came ; and when we 
were falPn fo low, that it was not poffible to proceed 
farther without engaging ourfelves among feveral 
little Lakes that from this Part water all the Ter- 
ritories of Carthagena^ our Canoe came athwart a 
Sea that filled her naif full of Water ; and now, in 
all Probability, our Enterprize, as yet not be^^^ 
was likely to end in a Goal : But Levy leaping into 
the Water, and by his Example encouraging die 
Seamen, that followed him, to ufe their utmoft 
Efforts, we at length got our Canoe afloat, that 
had ftruck on the Rock, and delivered ourfelves 
from that imminent Danger. Our firfl: Care was, 
by the other Canoes of the Major's, to difpatch Or- 
ders to the Chaloups, not to come near the Shoar ; 
where, embarrafs'd by a great Number of People 
on board them, and being every Way larger, 
drawing more Water, and not fo well provided 
with Rowers as my Canoe was, their Ruin moft 
have been inevitable. 

We were then, notwithftanding all our Draughts 
and Memoirs, oblig'd to ^ce, that Cartbagena was 
inacceflfable on this Side : For if in fo calm a Day, 
the Sea was fo boifterous as we found it, what were 
we to expeft in other Weather ? In (hort, the Stay 
we made in this Country, had Ihewn us by Expe* 
rience, as well as informed us by the Relations of 
the Inhabitants, that the Sea upon all this Coaft, and 
in all Seafons is a natural invincible Rampart i 
and that Cartbagena is approachable only by the 
Lake, which makes the Harbour. 

lit- 
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I reflected with Concern on this difafterous Ad- 
venture J I forelaw, that in not being able to pof- 
fefs myfelf of that confiderable Poll: of Nojtre dame ■] 
3e la Pouppe^ I fliould afford the Spaniards an Op- 
portunity of feveral Days to carry off whatfoever 
they were defirous to fave, by Realbn I rould not 
be able to come at them, until I had taken the Fort 
of Bocca cbica. 

Being wholly bent upon Bocca chica^ the Fleet got 
in a Rcadinefs of failing the Morning on the Four- 
teenth. We defigned to pafs fo nigh the Walls of 
Carthagena, as to do them all the Mifchief my 
Guns could afford them; but notwithftanding my 
utmoft Care to provide all Things neceffary for eve- 
ry Veflel of the Buccaniers, who have the Reputa- 
tioc of knowing this Coaft ; we found them fo very 
ignorant, and fo muchata Lofs, that wedurfl: not 
attempt any Thing upon the fmall Informations 
that we could get from them ; fo werefolved to take 
the furell Precautions poffible, by ordering the Cha- 
loups to found before us. The Scepter not finding 
Water enough, could nor come within Shot of the 
Town J the Lewis and the Fort that drew lefs, e- 
[ ven touched in feveral Places. However, thatdid 
I not hinder them from firing, until I made them a 
Signal to join the Fleet.The Enemy made no great 
Fire, yet we perceivtd they had great Pieces, 
and good Store of them : To our Admiration, 
we obferved, that Carthagena was inclofed only 
on this Side with Pallifadocs, and old Walls that 
were In many Places fallen down ; whereupon we 
founded our Proje(5ts and Hope of a lucky Event ; 
. jiot knowing that Nature had fufEciently provided 
' for the Security of this Part, by the grcit Violence 
of the Sea that walhes it : 1 louch'd twice, and came 
I- not this Night to an Anchor before Bocca chica, be- 
■ ing defirous firfl to inform myfelf of all the Sound- 
ings i but came Coan Anchor fo foon as we found a 
E proper 
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proper Depth. We undcrftood afterwards, that 
the Place we had been in all Day, was about eight 
Years fince a Plain, where the People of Cartba* 
gena ufed to walk. 

I fent away the Chaloups, to found the Coaft even 
up to the Fort. I ordered St. Vandrille on Board 
the Marine to an Anchor over-againft the Entrance, 
that fo he might prevent any Boats from carrying 
off Advice or Silver to Porto Bello. All the Officers 
and Pilots, that had been out to found, affured me, 
that there was every where Water enough, even to 
twenty Fathom, and near the Shore ; and the Coaft 
jetting out to the Southward, had formed near the 
Fort, a Sort of a Haven fccurc from the Violence 
of the Sea, which ran too high every where elfe for 
a Defccnt •, and a fmall Neck of Land, or Promon* 
lory, did likcwifc proteft us from the Fire of the 
Fort; whereupon it was rcfolved to come to an An- 
chor there, by the Break of Day, next Morning, 
being the Fifteenth, and to take our Anchoring 
Births, according to the Difpofition of the Place. 

All the Fleet were at an Anchor on the Fifceeodi 
at Noon : I immediately difpatched away Major 
Tbefuty to obferve what Part of the Shore was moft 
proper for a Defcent. Upon his Return, I made 
the Signal for landing, and ordered Du Cajfe to take 
eighty Negroes that were on Board the Furieux^ to 
embark on Board the Penagoes^ which are a veiy 
light VeiTel, and therefore in no Danger of ftrami* 
ing ; with thefe I ordered him to make up to Car-- 
tbagena^ and to come very near the Shore, in two 
or three Places, without endeavouring to land, but 
only to draw out the Enemies, if there were any, and 
by that Means oblige them to difcover what they 
were ; and if there was no Appearance of any, 
he was to inform me of it by a Signal : The 
Woods lie clofe to the Sea-fliore, where thtSpamarJs 
mi^ht have kept themfelves concealed, and dilchar- 
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ged upon us without appearing, which oblig'd me to 
this Precaution i but T)u Cajfe tindi.ig no Iiich Mat- 
ter, landed with his Negroes, and hoiftect the white 
Flag upon a Rock. This acquainted me that he 
was landed ; The Chaloups immediately made to 
Shoar, and the Defcenc was made without any Op- 
poGtion. The Negroes were forthwith employed 
with their Bills and Hatchets, to make a Way thro' 
the Wood tothe Lake, on the other Sideof thel- 
fland, where we dcfigned to encamp, and make our 
Approaches to the Fort, the Ground on this Side 
towards the open Sea, not being fo proper; befides 
it was neceflary to cut off their Communication with 
Carthagena by Land. The Ifland which is but nar- 
rowat the Point were the Fort is fituaced, is but a 
Quarter of a League from the Sea to the Lake, 
at the Place our Negroes were cutting, within half 
Cannon Short of the Fort, from which we were co- 
vered by the Woods : The Way was made in a very 
little Time, fo that all our Troops were ranged 
quite crofs the Ifland, making Places of Arms in 
thefcveral Paths of the Wood that lead to Cartha- 
gena, By this Means we w'ere loon pofted, and the 
Places oi' Arms, or Corps du Guarde, were near 
enough to fpeak to each other. 

While we were thus fetting ourfelvcs Aftiorc, 
the Lewis made a little more out, and began to Can- 
nonade the Fort j fometime afterwards, the Fort 
Mm of War doing the fame, as likewife the Scep- 
ter, that followed at a little Diftance, the Battery 
began to be very warm, the Bomb-Ga!!iot, and 
the Traverfier with one Mortar, having taken their 
Stations, played their Parts very well, which con- 
tinued until Night. The Enemy made a very 
(low Fire, which did not occafion us much Damage, 
only our Yards and Rigging fuffered a little, and 
chree Men were killed or wounded. 

£ jz In 
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In our Approach to the Lake, we had a little 
crooked the Way leading towards the Fort, to the 
End we might fall direftly in with a little Plain^ 
which (the People of St. Domingo brought hither 
for our Guides, told us) lay between the Lake, the 
Wood, and the Fort •, fo we came out at the Foot 
of a riiing Ground, that was high and large enough 
to cover us, and from whence we had the Liberty 
of examining the Fort, which is not above Muf- 
quet-fhot from it : We lodged ourfelves here, cx- 
pefting the Approach of Night, to examine the 
Ditch, and where it was proper, to open the Tren- 
ches, by cutting down a Part of the Wood, which 
we perceived to be much nearer to the Fort, than 
the Way we had cut : So foon as it was dark, the 
Major-General, and Canette^ flipped away to make 
the Tour of the Place, upon the Bank of the Ditch i 
which they did without being difcovered : Levy^ 
Jaucourt^ and I, being without Dcflgn infenfibly 
advanced into the Wood, until we perceived our- 
felves near to the Ditch, we were dcfirous to exa« 
mine it. The Obfcurity, and great Scillnefs of the 
Night, favoured our Attempt ; we met the Major- 
General and Canette who had been round; our Meet- 
ing happened to occafion fome little Noife, upon 
which the Centinels fired, and we returned, founaing 
the Ground \ which being proper for the Work^ 
confirmed us in the Opinion of opening the Trench 
in that Part of the Wood which I faid was neareft to 
the Fort ; befides, a little Fen being between the 
Eminency and the Fort, did deprive us of the Con- 
veniency of carrying on our Work on that Side. 

Upon the fixteenth in the Morning, we beg^ 
to make our Fafcines, Gabions, and to get our Ar- 
tillery on Shore, which we wanted ; one of the 
Mortars being brought afhore in the Night, when 
one of thofe great Pereagois^ that are much ufed in 
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the JVefl Indies, and big enough to carry fixty Men, 
came gently failing on to Boccacbica under the Shore, 
which (he did not imagine to be in our PoflclTion -, 
but being perceived by our Grenadiers there, they 
refolutely took their Opportunity, without waiting 
for Orders, and fir'd fo thicit into her, that at the 
firft Difcharge they killed and wounded fifteen or 
fixieen Men, feven or eight more, being perfeftly 
feared, leaped into the Water and were drowned, 
the reft throwing themfclves into the Bottom of the 
Pereagoe, fhe lay floating on the Water, until fome 
of our Negroes launching off a little Boat, that was 
by chance there, made to her and brought her afhore. 
Bcfides the killed and wounded, there was eight and 
twenty Men in her, among whom were two Fran- 
tifcan Friars, one of which had received a fmall 
Hurt in his Arm: By thefe Prifoners I was inform- 
ed, that the Galleons were at Porto Bello^ of which 
I had no certain Account fince my coming out. 
They had been.there ever fince the End ofOSobefy 
and were expefted every Moment at Carthagena i 
their Stay at Porto Bella having been,contrary to all 
the Rules of Commerce, much longer than ufual. 

1 made ufe of one of thefe Friars to reprefent 
unto the Governor (whom I defigned to fummon) 
the Infignificancy of his Defence, againft fuch un- 
equal Forces : I multiplied them in the Eyes of the 
Friar, by drawing forth all the Troops into the 
Wood ; and whilft they amufed him, I made fome 
of them file oflT through the By-ways, and advance 
themfelves beyond thofe he had fcen ; the Ammu- 
nition, and Train of Artillery were Ihewed him ; 
infomuch that if the Matter had depended on him 
only, the Fort would have been furrendered at that 
very inftant : However, he made ufe of all his 
Eloquence to the Governor j to whom he carried 
from me very Iionourable Propofals, Heanfwered, 

by 
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by my Drummer, tkat he was not reduced to the 
Condition of OpituJating % but when he was, he 
would be willing to accept of the Offers I had 
made him : Moreover, he charged the Franciftan 
in particular, with many Civilities to me. 

The Fort Man of War returned to her Station to 
batter tlie Fort ; but the Bullets that flew over it, 
falling into a Quarter of the Camp, that we defigned 
not to quit, I fent her Orders not to retire, and to 
the Sceptre^ and St. Levis, going to the fame Work, 
to return to their firft Births. The Mortars on 
Board, and thofc on Shore, began to fire at the 
fame Time. 

About Two in the Afternoon, two greater Pt- 
rfagots thin that in the Morning, came before the 
Wind, to land Succours at the Fort, which the 
Governor of Car/hagena had beenfolUcited to fend 
thither, upon finding their Miftake, in believing 
that my Expedition was upon the Galleons, and to 
land at Porto Bello ; and that I durft not engage 
upon an Enterprize of that Moment, as was the at- 
tacking of Cartbageita ; but came thither only to 
fee if the Galleons were there. 

The Adventure and Example of the Morning, 
infpired fome of the Buccaniers with a RefolutioD 
of doing what the Grenadiers had done : Thefe htft 
Pereagoes having palTed fomething wide from the 
Pofl. of the laft, drew to the Shore only when they 
were pretty near the Fort ; ihcfe Buccaniers, ac 
the Head of whom may be about twenty Mea, that 
defcrvc to be diftinguiihed for their Courage, mjr 
Intention being very far from corfSprehending them 
in the Dcfcriptions which I make of the others : 
Thefe Buccaniers, I fay, having poffeflcd, themfelves 
of fome little Houfes on the Lake-fide, made a 
very great Fire upon the Pereagoes j the Noife 
brought the Major-General, Canette-, Gougon^ and 
fome other Officers to them, who encouraging this 
foiaU 
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fmall Number o? Buc earners accidentally joined by 
fome Soldiers, led tiiem towards the Fort, to pre- 
vent the Pereagoei that kept on their Way, from 
landing the Forces on Board them. The other 
Buccaniers, by the Example of the firft, having 
taken Arms, ran to the Shore, where they made 
an extraordinary Fire ; but the Place being within 
Mulket-Ihotof the Fort, the Enemy began to fire 
upon them ; and the Buccanien, who are not ufed 
to engage where there is any Danger, made the 
moft of their Heels to bring themfelvcs to Ihelter : 
I met them in their Way, and finding that Words 
WCTe of no Weight with them, I lighted on a 
Cudgel, and with that forced them to return to the 
Port they had abandoned. Du CaJJe was furprifed 
at this Way of carrying Men on, yet concealed in 
Silence, the Vexation he conceived at the Adion. 
In this Space of Time i\\t PereagoeSt terrified with 
the Difcharge they fuftained, were tacked about, 
and on their Return towards Carthagena : The 
Major-General taking the Advantage of this Op- 
portunity, pofted himfelf with the fmall Troop 
that followed him, at the Foot of the Countcrfcarp, 
■which the Blindnefs of the Spaniards had left fo, as 
it covered us from tlie Fire of the Rampiirts. 
Canetle, Le Cher, Martin, and Gougon, were 
wounded in this Ailion ; fifteen Soldiers and Bue- 
caniers were killed and wounded. La Mothe, En- 
fign of the BuccanierSj pitched his Colours, yet 
neither his Signal nor my Blows, were fufficiently 
powerful to make his Companions advance, X 

I then imagined, that by fuftaining thofe that were 
at the Foot of the Counterfcarp, I might make an 
advantageous Bufinefs of this accidental Attempt : 
So 1 abandoned the Buccamers to their Cowardice, 
and ordered two Companies of Grenadiers, with 
the Battalion o( de la Cbeiiau that was at hand, 
; 



I 



march : Lrjj! put himfelf at their Head, and, to 
Ihorten 



3 2 Monfieur Dc PointisV 

fhorten the Way, marched up to his Belly through J 
the Waicr, and fo pofTefTed himftif likcwife of the] 
Foot of the Councerfcarp i at this inftant Du Caffk\ 
received a Contufion on the Thigh, by a Cannon I 
Ball falling among a Heap of Scones. The Major- I 
General did not forget to fend me word, that the | 
Poft he had taken might be kept, by caufing the i 
Troops to niarch, altho' at the hazard of fome j 
Men, by reafon of the Fire which they were to I 
fuftain in going to it ; but thofe Men were got to I 
him, before his MetTengcr had fpoke to me, fb 1 
there was no Time for Deliberation, it being nccrf^ I 
fary to maintain this Lodgment! becaufc the 
Counterfcarp almoft environing the Place, through 
the Fault of not being cut (loping at the Foot, af- 
forded Shelter from the Fire of the Ramparts, and 
was capable of receiving a greater Number of Mea J 
than mine. I fent Major "TbeJUt to bring up thel 
Battalions, as likewife the Ladders, with all imi-4 
ginable Expedition, to beat Hand, in cafe there 
fhould be occafion for them : and as the Battalioiu 
came up, fo they defiled off to the Foot of the 
Counterfcarp. The Beficged fired very briskly, 
but being obliged to expofe their whole Bodies, 
that their Shot might not be made coo high, and 
being cafily reached in that Pofture, they foon be- 
thought themfelves of firing from behind their De- 
fences, and thereby occafioned us but very little 
Damage. 

Du Buijfon Varenne was at the Place of our De- 
fcent with two Battalions, who hearing the Noile 
of our Fire, imagined we were attacking the Place, 
altho' he knew not in what Manner ; he made thro* 
the Wood, into the Place where the two Mortars 
were raifed, and by the Way of the little Plaio, 
which is but a quarter fo long as that in the Wood 
which makes a Circle, he brought us that Supply 
at the Minute the Beficged called out, They were 
wining 
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willing to capitulate, if they might have good Quar« 
tcr. I anfwcred them, that there was good Quarter 
for them ; but that was all : And, that, if they did 
not immediately throw their Arms into the Ditch, 
for an Inftance of their Sincerity to furrender, I 
would continue thefetting up of my Ladders •, after 
which, they were not to hope for Quarter. Se- 
veral of them obeyed, and we faw the Harquebuzes 
in the Air falling into the Ditch. By this being 
very well alTured of their Intention, I prefcntly 
confirmed the firfl: AflUrance of fair Quarter, with 
my farther Promifcs of good Ufage : 1 required to 
have the Gate opened at that Inftant, my Impati- 
ence not being fatisfied with their calling from the 
Place, that they were aftually at Work upon clea- 
ring of it : For I was apprehenfive, that feme Al- 
teration might happen by the Delay. But to appeafe 
me, they let down a Man by a Cord, who came 
to aflure me from the Governor, That they ufed 
the utmoft Diligence to deliver themfelves into my 
Hands. In a Moment of Time the Gate was opened, 
and old Sanchez Ximenez, who had been Governor 
for above twenty-five Years, came and delivered 
the Keys into my Pofleflion. I gave him all the 
Comfort I could, in the good Ufage I (hewed him, 
by giving him and his Officers their Liberties, 
and among the reft too, thePrefident of the Ifle of 
Si. Martha^ who happened to be at that Time in 
the Fort, and to be wounded : Moreover, I per- 
mited the Governor to carry away whatfoever be- 
longed to him } and the next Day he retired, with 
his Domefticks and Slaves, to his Country -Houfes, 
on the other Side of the Lake. 

This Piece of Succefs did not ftand me in above 
fifty Men^ therein comprehending all the feveral 
fiodies, as Grenadiers, Soldiers, Inhabitants of the 
Coails, Negroes, and Buccaniers. The Garrifon 
being Pnfonersx>f War, were Confined. La Roche^ 
du Vigier^ that commanded the Grenadiers, I made 
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Governoi* ; to whom, befidcs Cannoniers, and other 
neceflary Workmen, I left the Soldiers of the Coaft 
for his Garrifon. By this I put him into a Condi- 
lion of defending me, if occafion were. The Ene- 
mies Garrifon did confift of about three hundred 
Men, whereof two hundred and ten remained fit for 
Service , the red were either killed or wounded in 
the Bombardment, Cannonading, and Attack. 

On the feventeenth we re- em barked all that we 
had on Shoar, towards the Main Sea, and began to 
work ourfclves into the Lake ; but the careful tran- 
fporting of our Ammunition and Provifion being of 
the higheft Confequence, and could only be counted 
fafe in the Lake, I refolved not to (lir, until they 
were got in : For which Reafon I was obliged to 
defer our March until the next Day, to the fecond 
Fort, that was about two Leagues and a half from 
us, called St. Croix ; the Taking of which was not 
lefs neceflary to enable our Ships to come within 
Cannon-fhot of Carthagena^ than that of Bocca dried 
to facilitate the Entrance into the Lake. 

My Intention all along was to cut off the Ave* 
nues of Carthagena^ fo foon as it was poflible, by 
fccuring the Poll of Nofire Dame de la Pouppe ; to 
which Purpofe, I had in the Morning fent away tht 
Brigantine, Traverfters^ and Chaloups, neceflary 
for the carrying of the BuccanierSj which I ordered 
upon this Expedition, for the Reafons before-men- 
tioned. Du Cajfe fearing that a long troublefome 
March might bring his Contufion into a Wounds 
rcfufed to charge himfclf with the Command : His 
Major, that had formerly fcrved with thofe Pirates^ 
and was at prefent in a confiderablc Employ, ought 
to have had this Command ; but he lilcewife dif- 
truded his Health : Thus there was only Daunm 
\chy who was no Ways agreeable to them, as well 
by Reafon of his Misfortune, in not having acqui* 
red on the Coaft of «!^'/. Domingo^ either the Efteem 
Qr Love of zny Body \ vk vSLtV\lt >xgoxi \hit Ac- 
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count of being Lieutenant-Governor in a Place where 
they never make any Stay ; fo they could not be 
pcrfuadcd, that he had any Right to command 
ihem : However, it was neceflary I fhould make 
Ufe of him, for want of another, I difpofed of 
all Things for it, delivered him his Inftrudbions, 
and even n^ade moft pf them embark in my Prc^ * 
fence -, yet no fooner was my Back turned, but he 
came running up with Te&rs in his Eyes, to demand 
Juftice iipon their Infolence, for prefling them to 
go into the Boats, that attended on them ; it was 
murmurM about, that they did not know him, nei- 
ther would they obey him : In fhort, they refufed 
to embark ; whereupon he took one of them by the 
Arm, to pu(h him into the Canoe, which the Fel- 
low had the Impudence to return very infolently. I 
forthwith ordered the Delinquent to be ftiewM to 
me, and upon the Spot I had him tied to a Tree j 
a ConfefTor was called, a Cloth bound over his 
Eyes, and the Mufketeers were marching to do 
Juftice on him ; when Daunou^ whom 'twas very 
neceflary for me to reconcile to the Buccaniers^ 
having beforc^hand inftrufted him what to do,threw 
himfelf at my Feet, protefting, he would not rife 
pntil I had bcftowed Mercy on the unfortunate Of- 
fender. I feemed to be very difficult upon the 
Account of good Order ; but at Length, at the 
prefling Defiresofthe Company, I gave him his 
Life. And much Trouble there was to revive the 
Condemned, who could not believe that it was pof- 
fible for him to be alive again, after the Ceremony 
pf binding his Eyes. 

Being defirous to put an End to this A flair, I 
w^nt to the neareft Vcflel, where Captain Pierre 
was embarked ; who was (as I was inform'd^ the 
firft Beginner of the Mutiny j but, in the Time of 
bringing the Fellow to Execution, he had confider'd 
the Matter, and was marched on Board wvttv lv\& 
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Buccaniers \ I commanded him to be immediately 
dragged out, and put into my Canoe, and ordered 
him to prepare to die : But there appearing from 
the reft of the Company many Signs of Submit. 
fion, and Acclamations of, Godfave the King^ I at 
laft refolved to forgive the Offence; yetwitha! threat- 
ping to decimate them, upon the lead Complaint 
that Daunou fhould make of their Mi(behaviour« 

This Ufage, fo different from the Cajolements 
they had been accuftomed to receive, from thofe 
that made Ufe of them, did me very good Service, 
during the whole Time they were under me, fo as 
to make 'em tolerably obedient to Daunou ; yet noC 
expofing themfelvesto the Danger of Fire and Sword: 
For having without Trouble poflcflcd themfclvcs of 
Nojlre Damede la Pouppe^t\izt was utterly abandonM 
by the Enemy ; and believing that upon their Ap* 
proach to the little Fort of ^/. Lazare^ between La 
Pouppe and Carthagena^ they might frighten the 
Garrifon to retire from them alfo, he proposed this 
Attempt to them ; but it was to no Purpole : And 
in a Council where he did not prefide, they refolved 
to attend my Coming, encamped in tlie Wood, at 
the Foot of the Fort, where they got about thirty 
Hours before me. 

On the Seventeenth, all the Ships being drawn 
into Order, at the Entrance into the Lake, they 
paired it in the Morning of the Eighteenth. The 
JD/>^ Fly boat touched ; the great many Banks of 
Sand in the Lake, which our Pilots did poc 
know, was the Occafion we did not advance very 
much that Day : ThtJpollo ran a-ground this Day | 
but thefe Banks being only Sand and Oufe, mingled 
with a very fine Turf, there was no fear of Danger. 

In the mean Time, being fure of having the 
Ships fuddenly follow tne, we began our March by 
Break of Day ; and for Security againft all Ha^ 
M^, took two Days Provifioo with us for the For* 
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ces, which was dignified with the Title of the Land 
Army : This, after the Departure of the fix hun- 
dred and fifty Buccatiiers, that were gone to the 
other Side, and the Garrifon of one hundred and 
fevenry Men remaining behind us in the Fort of 
Bocca cbica, might confift of aljout one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred Men, not including fome Seamen, one 
hundred and ten Inhabitants of St. Domingo formed 
in Companies, fifteen or twenty Voluntiers, that 
followed Du Caffht and one hundred and eighty 
Negroes. 

I was obliged to defer making Ufe of my Sea- 
men, lintil the Ships were arrived, and had taken 
their Stations : The Smallnefs of our Forces was no 
Difcouragement to us. The Marines efoecially, 
being highly pleafed with the Execution of a Bufi- 
ncfsjin which they had never before been employed, 
did apply themfelves with all imaginable Diligence 
and Good-will, every one of them chearfuUy undcr- 
uking whatfoever was appointed to him. 

After we had croffed the Mountains covered 
with Woods, which the Negroes examined before 
us, we met with the Plain, that is here and there 
covered with Shrub-wood, and at Noon came to 
an old ruined Caftle, within half a Mile of St, 
Croix : Here we relied the Troops j and befidcj 
the Pits, that are there eafily made m the Sand, and 
afford indifferent good Water, we had the good 
Fortune to find a great Cittern that waa a mighty 
Convcniency to us. After this Refrelhment, the 
Vifcount de Coeilogon, whofe Day it was, marched 
on with a Part of the Grenadiers, toobferve how 
we might encamp as near as poffible to the Fort, 
and to fcize upon the Paffages that are in thole 
Marfiies, that encompafs the Fort ; in the mean 
Time we continued our March, not being able to 
leave the Shore, bccaufe the Lake approaching in 
divers Places within a few Faces of the Sea, per< 
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mits you the Choice of that Way only, until we 
came down from the Mountains, below which the 
Illand is pretty fpacious. This Way having brought 
us within Cannon-ftiot of the Baftion of Carlha~ 
gma, called Si. Domingo, we ftruck (hort off to 
the Right, by a Way that the Marfh leaves crofs the 
IowWoods,called MiHg-/(>rj,thatgrowin the Water, 

In this Place I was informed by the Officers that 
Coellogon fent me, that he was at the Foot of Su^} 
Croix, which the Enemy had abandoned, having 
carried off their Cannon, and fet Fire to the Lodge- 
ments that were there -, likcwife that fomc Part of 
the Forces might encamp upon a Spot of Ground 
about the Fort, but that the reft muft be left in the' 
Way worn near the Fort by a Rill of Water rurv-^ 
ing from the neighbouring Marfhes ; that the Bot- ' 
torn was good, and theWater not above Knee-deep, 
which would no way prevent a Communication. 

Levy, the Major-General, and myfclf, withfoi 
Grenadiers, were in the mean Time fo near adva 
ccd to Cartbagenay as eafily to obfcrve, that tlw] 
Place could not be attacked on one Side, the 
Marfhes and Sea not leaving there a Sandy Space of 
about twenty Fathom over, which was expofed to 
the Fire of three Boftions i befidcs, there was no 
finking two Foot Deep, without being in Water, 
The great Number of People that we (aw on 
Ramparts, who quietly looked on us, made 
dcfirous to fummon them j the Governor was there, 
and anfwered my Drum, that he was ready to de- 
fend himfelf better than we could attack him. 

Wccouldnotcxa£tlydifcern the Foot of the Ram- 
part ; and being defirous to know, if there was a 
Ditch, I ordered De Brefme, whofe Battalion wa 
encamped at the leaft Diftance from it, to ezamioe 
at Night how it wasj which he performed vcnr 
well- and aflured me, that the Water of the Marin 
went up even to the Foot of the Walls, and that thert 
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was Only a fmall dry Space of Sand, that environed 
Part of -the great Baftion called 5/. Domingo^ and 
that on the other Side, the Sea came up to the f ooC 
of the Baftion. This Report made us conclude, 
not to attack Cartbagena in this Place. 

The next Day, being the nineteenth, fo foon as it 
was Day, wecroffedthe Lake, with much Deli* 
gence : Pally ^ that commanded the Negroes, whom 
I had ordered to feek out a convenient Place of De^ 
fcent, having affured me, that he had found out 
two, which came almoft up to the great Way ; I 
immediately pafled over with Levy^ Sorely and the 
Grenadiers of the Battalion of de la Cbenau^ being 
condudled by fome Prifoners, that Pally had taken 
on board of a Pereago^ which had endeavoured to 
get from Cartbagena : Thefe Prifoners, in hopes of 
being better treated, had offered themfelves for our 
Guides } and indeed led us very nigh to the Foot of 
(he Eminency, upon which Fort 5/. Lazare is fitu- 
ated. At this Place we found the Buccaniersj {Dan^ 
nm had left a Detachment of 'em to guard Noftre 
Dame de la Pouppe) Coetlogon^ La Motte Michel^ and 
La Motte iHeran^ whom 1 had' left at St. Croix j to 
bring away the reft of the Troops, as the Chaloups 
came to them, infomuch that we were all got toge* 
ther by Break of Day next Morning, leaving only 
a Serjeant and twenty Men in Fort St. Croix^ witn 
Orders to keep the Grates always fhut, that and the 
Situation being fufiicient to prevent the Enemy 
from repoflefling themfelves or it. 

We had in the Evening of the nineteenth Day 
viewed all the Places adjacent to St. Lazare^ and 
perceived, that without getting it into our Poflef- 
iion, it would not be poftlble to advance a Step to* 
wards Cartbagena^ by reafon it commands all the 
Avenues : We beheld with much Trouble, theTimc 
it muft coft us, if we attacked it in Form, and 
brought our Artillery to batter it. This whole 

little 
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little Mountain is defended with a natural Glacis, 
very ftcep, covered with Shrub-wood, which runj 
up to the Foot of the Wall, where we fuppofcd 
was a Ditch ; the Wood being extreamly thick, 
and very difficult topafs, prevented us from going,H 
to it i upon which I ordered the Chevalier i/? J*«ji-< 
Hi., to feck out two Negroes to examine the Mat-! 
ter -, but underftanding to what Purpofe I fent fofJ 
them, he betook himfcif to the Wood, at thti 
lame Time he fent them to me, which he crofled ill] 
the bcft Manner he could, until he look hold of 
very Wall i the Negroes went almoH: as faft as 
and then came to allure me that the Ground i 
level to the Foot of the Fort : The Chevalier ^ 
Poinlis quietly heard their Report, which being ex- 
aftly true, he faid not a Word of what he had done. 
In all thefe Occafions, there was only a Grcnadiet| 
killed upon our Return. I 

Upon the next Day, being the twentieth, Levf, 
Coeilogon, and Sorel, having got up to an Eminency, 
that was above all the others, fent to me, to come to 
rhcm ; from whence they thewed me, that the Foit 
did not take up (as we had imagined) all the Emi- 
nency, which extended a good Diftance fanher to 
the Right ; and, that if we could make a Way, 
through the Wood, to that Height, we might aif- 
lerwards go upon a Level from thence to the Foot of 
the Fort, all the Way being covered with W(X)ds i 
and that we could fix a Miner to it, if the Girrifon 
fhould refolve not to quit it. Upon this, I ordered 
the Major-General to call to Arms, and having 
called the Negroes to me at the Moment I cinae 
down, I put them to Work upon cutting of a Way, 
to facilitate the March of the Troops -, this was car- 
ried on half-way up the Hill, where dividing the 
Way, to encompafs the Fort, Lirvy marched to the 
Right, Coeilogon to the Left, and the Major-Genertl 
vjmed every Place as his Prcfencc was requifii 
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This Work being found Ihorter than whft we had 
expected, we arrive;! at the foot of the Fort ih a 
very little time, where We made the ^atelt Fire 
that was poflible for us to make, at the ftriie tinie, 
calling out for the Ladders ; hojt that We expefted. 
to ufe them, but to terrify the Garrifon % hoWever^, 
I fent for the Miner in good carneft. 

During which time, the Enemy made no gf eat. 
Fire, by reafon we made our Shdt upon them, fd 
foon as they expofed their Bodies to vifew. They 
had for a good while perceived thdt We Were pieN 
cing through the Wood *, and We underfltood, by 
the founding of a Bell, how much every flep We 
made increafcd their tl-ouble. This Bell was a ,fig- 
hal to the City, to acquaint them with their Con* 
dition •, at firft it ftruck only now and then, keep^ 
ing founding more and more by degrees, until at 
length it rung fiillout, when their fear gave them, 
occafion to think they would be attacked on all fides, 
which had effedlually happened, if they had riot'^ 
chofe rather to retire, for the Quarter towards the' 
Gate was then free to them. 
• In this manner we poflefs'd ourfelves of the Fort i 
In the place there was only nine killM and wound- 
ed. On our fide, the Chevalier de Vezins that 
commanded the Grenadiers, fince La Roche dd 
yigier was made Governor of Boccachica^ waj 
kiird, with five Grenadiers ; Simmonet^ Colonel of 
a Battalion, dangeroully hurt in the Head, and St. 
Lazare^ Captain of Grenadiers^ wounded in tliQ 
Th^^h. ^ ; 

The taking of St.-Lazare giving us the liberty 
to open our f::lvcs, we crofs d the way, and ad van? 
ced our Camp to the Chapel of St. L^zarc Hof- 
pital, which is a great breadth •, being cover d on 
one Side with fcveral little Canals, that have 4 
communication with the Lake , and on the otlier^ 
by a high thidc wall, whicJvbcfidt^xNx^Tx^^^ '^'^^ 
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Covered usj did prevent the Baftions of the Citv 
from difcerning the place we poflefs'd ; the kilrd 
and wounded that we had, were only by chance 
Balls^ In the mean time, this little Chapel gave 
Uk the opportunity of going covered within a imall 
Mufquet-fhot of the place, which is not above that 
diftance from it. 

Whilft we were thus employM, thi: Ships, by 
the care of Du Buijfon^ were come nearer to the 
Town ; infomudi that in die Morning, a Bomb- 
Galliot, with a Mortar, and a Traverfier^ were 
moor'd, and began to fire. In the Evening the 
^ra^erfter was obliged to retire, being (hot thro* 
with feveral Balls, and ready to fmk ; Boxs Vxnault^ 
Lieutenant of the Artillery, commanded her*, JD^ 
Mom was in the Galliot, which likewife fuffer'd (b 
much, that fhe was obliged to retire a litde ; hefides 
Ihe had a great many killed on board her \ but the 
Strength of thefe Veflfels enabling them to endure a 
great deal of Fire, (he began again in the Morning 
of the twcnty-firft of the fame Month. 

My chief Ingenier was wounded, and ill ; where-. 
by 1 was obliged to execute that Fundion. Th» 
Officers of the Marines, which I had formed into 
Brigades, had only their own Readinels to enable 
them to execute every thing, which could not fop- 
ply the want of Pradice and Judgment I had, 
by good Luck, at the firft agreed with the Major- 
Gencral where to begin the Opening and Advance* 
ment of the Trenches. I had, moreover, dcfign'd 
the Batteries of Cannons, and Mortars, and given 
Orders for the things ncccflary to the U orks ; by 
which means, the Accident that happened to me a 
lew Hours afterwards, did not much interrupt our 
Proceedings : In the mean time, all Hands were at 
work, the Soldiers upon Fafcincs and Gabions, tho 
Sea-men upon landing the Artillery ; in the draw- 
ing of which, the liundrcd and eighty Negroes 

were 
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were a mighty AMiancc to us : For as to ^tBucca^ 
niers^ wc were never able to make xhc leaft ufc of 
them ; and the fliare which they ought to have per». 
formed of the work, falling upon others, who were 
by this means over- wrought, did not a little contri« 
bute to the cauling of thofc Diftempers, which ia 
lamentably reigned among us afterwards. 

Our fmall number, and the great many things to 
be done, forced us to keep the Troops with their 
Arms in one hand, and their working. Tools ia the 
other, the foldiers were at one and the Tame time, 
both on the Guard, and working *, the nearnefs of 
the woods, on whofe fides we were encamped, were 
a great conveniency to us : For when we drew out 
our Troops, they left their Arms upon that fpot, 
and went to the wood with their Tools ; and upon 
the firft Beat of Drum they quitted theirTools, and 
running to their Arms, were immediately in a con- 
dition of marching -, the Battalion of Grenadiers 
was ever at the Head of jthe Camp, to fuftain what- 
foever might be prcfented •„ and that was iufficient^ 
by reafon the difpofition of the Ground was fuch, 
that the Camp was on all parts iiucce/Ilblc, but on 
that only towards the City. - 

Nor were they let diligent on board the Fleet : 
Du Buijfon caufed the Scepter to advance, commim- 
ded by Guilolin^ the Saint Lewis by Sabrart^ and 
the Vermandois^ aboard which he commanded; 
with thefe Ships he made up towards the City, not- 
withftanding the Spaniards had purpofcly fuiik a 
Galleon to render the Pafllige difficult : We were 
obliged to leave on board thefe Ships that were to 
fight, a great many Sea- men to work the Guns ; 
which diminilh*d the number of thofc employM up- 
on Difimbarkment, and tranfporting of the Artil- 
lery that was ncccflliry to us on fhoar ; It i& hard- 
ly to be imagined, how fo fmall a Parcel of uar 
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Men was able m .fix Days to difiml^rk, draMT 
half a League upon La^d, and bnng into a State 
of Battery, twenty-fevenof the createft cannon wc 
ufcd, five Mortars, and all the Equipage neccflary 
to the execution both of the one and the other, be- 
lides the Provifions that were obliged to bring to 
. the camp -, but it is true, that I)u TilUut being 
charged with this care, Attended it with fuch ap- 
plication, that making ufe of the Seamen only at 
certain Intervals, he conftantly kept our Magazines 
filled with Provifion and Ammunition; without, 
ever interrupting any other Bufincfs. 

Our Affairs being in this State, and having 
moreover raifcd a Mortar to prevent the Enemy 
from going on with a work that we perceived they 
had began upon a Platform bver the Gate : Wc 
having twice ncglcded to throw up a Bread- work 
that I had mark'd out -, and fearing leafl: at the' 
third time there might not be fomcthing farther ne- 
ccflary to -be done, t!ut might occafion a Delay, 
I refolved to continue my Prcfcncc there until it 
was perfefted , my St.iy inconfidcrarcly brii)ught a 
great many Officers ; this Number of People being 
moreover remarkable for their Clothes, djcw upon 
us the Enemy's. Fire, and particularly that of 
their cannon, wirh I-Lnl-fhct, by which I \i:s 
wounded ; my Hurt was more painfl;! tlun dan- 
gerous, yet I was very feariul that this Accident 
inighr difcourage our Men, which indeed was rco 
apparent at ftril : Moreover I was appreiierfive 
leall the Officers, whom I l;;id by gocd Fcrtune 
maintained in. a pcrtltfl Union liirLcrro, fhculd 
not continue the fvue, wh/ich wouUi \\xyz been de- 
trimental to our Dcfign : I rcfol/tvl tlicrc'brc lo 
ltri7'<rL!;!e with the Pain v/hich I ilh, ir.romuch, 
t!v.': ;'f:cr the rliird Day I w.^s carried ir>ro tveiy 
luit that i t-r^ulvl luvj VifiCcJ iii aiigilwT corvdirivm : 

But 



But duriBg th^t Intcrviil, I comaiitted all things 
xbsx I coq^d not infped, to the care of hevy^ v^ 
certainly acqaitt^d himfelf to » djgree aiiovc all 
manner of Fraife •, indcfetig^ble, full of Expedients 
and Contrivances fqr the Work ; ncgledi^l of has 
K eft and his Meals •, he was every where, and iop- 
warded every thing wkh an incredible Vigour. ^ 
The Vifcount de Coetlogon wa%tx> have comnum^ 
ded the Artillery ; but I. was over-joyed to under^ 
fiand, th^t his Ii.ciinations were rather , to enter^ 
with the reft, into the general Service ; this gav« 
me an opportunity of choofing fevcralr Perfons to 
Uianage the Artillery, who. did their Duty with 
nioi;e Expedition than would have been poffible fc4r 
^ny fingle Man to have done : So he had the Guivrd 
only of the Battery \)f five Cannons of twelve and 
eighteen Poynders, which he raifed at the foot of 
Fort St. Lazare ; in which Fort we had got moun- 
ted kvtn Piecea of twelve, eight, and fix, that ter- 
ribly Ciatter'd tjie Baftions of the pl^e* Mornayi 
Con^marjder of t?he Pontcbarirainj /Was in the Fort 
with his Ship's Company -, thp Chevalier De la 
M.O. ti d^ Her an took upon him the care of a greac 
B ttery of nine Guns,, that was likewile upon the 
l^me Eminency with the Fort, but more to the 
right than tlie firft : . La Mctte Michel had the- 
Charge of that^we called, The Royal BaUeky, con>* 
filling of fix: pieces of thirty-fix and twenty-four, 
planted fixty fathoms diftant firom the Gate^ and de- 
figned to. ma'<e the Breach t Gorfibaud phyed tht^ 
Iviortjr^ whiph he had baen cxercifed in from his" 
Youth,, ^nd doubrlefs never any did better cxecu-' 
rion than theft j for one would- have 'thought the' 
Bonibs had been placd by Hand j in' the place* 
where they were dcfigned to fall. Thcfe Mort-arfe' 
wcTc placed bctv/een the Batteries of the cannon,' 
i.i liich man.wra that.^a foon as they btjan to pkiy* 
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tlie place was od Qre in feveral parts at once > the 
Galliot was at work on her fide, bat the Bomt^ flie 
Q)ent die firfl Days were of little or no effeft. 

The twenty-firft, twcnty-fccond, twenty-third^ 
and twenty-fourth, were cmployM in tranfportine 
the CanncMi, and getting together the things neceu 
iary \ the Vtrmanioxs only was advanced to can- 
nonade the town \, but I being informed, that 
ihe beii^ alone did folely bear the whole Fire of 
a Baftion» that could conveniently reach her, I or- 
dered her to retire, and to wait for the other 
Ships that were to go on with her ; we were like* 
wile conilrained to bring away two fmall Cannons 
that we had rais'd in the chapel of St. Lazarc , 
without any other parapet than the Wall, upon 
which the Enemy making an extraordinary Fire, 
rendered this Pod untenable, we brought off the 
Cannon with the Lofs of eight or ten Men. 

tanette^ altho' wounded, returned to the Camp 
this Day, being the twenty -fourth, and I conti- 
nued to regulate upon my Bed with him^ what 
Was neceflary to be done. In the Evening of the 
fiune Day he opened tht Trench a little below the 
Door of the Chapel of St. Lazan^ where we 
were under Cover, being the fame Place I had 
Agreed upon with the Major-General.* JL/vy, 
whole Day it was, did not command, by rea- 
ibn he was intruded with the general Manage* 
ment of the Siege in my flead : ccet logon mounted 
the Guard in the trench, which was advanced the 
iiune Night feventy-two fathoms, being as far as 
was neceflary to attack the City Gate, when the 
Bftadi ihould be perfectly made. The following 
Days the Captains took their Turns according to 
tbcir Places, and mounted every twenty- four 
Hours ; the Batteries were liktwifc brought into 
ft condition for Service^ and on the twenty-eighth 
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began to play, our Fire until then being only 
from fome little Pieces that were irountcd in 
hade. The Enemies Fire, v.Iiich had alwayi 
been very moderate, grew now lumething (lower \ 
for the Bombs and the Cannon of the Fort and 
the Hill, had difmounted fevcral of their Pieces i 
yet they troubled us lefs with their Sallies, for they 
did not fo much fts attempt to make one in the 
whole Siege, 

At this rime, a B.irk fcnt from Vorto BeHof by 
the General of the GnUcons, to the Governor of 
Carlhagena^ not knowing what pafs'd in this place, 
came quietly into Boccachica, and fell into the Hand* 
of the Avexant, and Marin, that I had left there, 
who took her with their Canoes: The Letters on 
board her, were in Anfwcr to thofe the Governor 
of Caribagetia had fent to the General, inform- 
ing him, that the French Fleet was upon the Coaft ; 
they contained a particular of the Precautions that 
were us'd to fecure the Galleons, viz. By bringing 
them to the very lower End of the Port, and de- 
fending the Approach to them by an Eftoccide of 
Piles, and Platforms of Cannon : They added 
farther, that Part of the Silver which they had, was 
already brought into the Caftles ; for they had fuf- 
pendcd their Rcfolution of fending it back to Pa- 
nama^ until ihcy had received fome fartbar Infor- 
mations of our Dcfignsi which the General pref- 
fcd the Governor to fend him immediitcly, either 
by the faid Baik, orafecond, that wasto cbmca- 
way in four and twenty Hours after the firft : But 
what acquainted us with the mifcmble Condition 
they were in, was the earndl D^;firei of the Gene- 
ral, in the moft prclTir-g terms, to fend him fifty 
Pullets, and fome Quintals of white Bifcuit. 

Altho' the batteries, as I fsid, wt;re not in a con- 
dition to fire, until thc.iwcn^-eighcji, yet k\\A dr- 
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likned to mafoc the fetich, ^^s {)ky*d fo luteefs^ 
fiiHy, by La Motte^ Micbely Siglas^ Lengjdue ttvJL 
fefiie other Offikrcrs under him, aflifted by the Gtm* 
vtv of the Scepter^ that oh the twenty-nihfli hi VbA 
Momihg, the Wall feemed to totter ; our 1?\rt had 
not been difcQnthTued becaufc of the Night, but it 
irtcrcasM fa tmich in the Day, that in the Evening 
the Front of the Rampart being (Jirite falfeii down. 
Levy and Sorely who would lofe no Time, ima-^ 
ginM the Breach was paflable, and came to propbfe 
th^ Aflaukto me. 1 was fefolved neither to lofe, 
nor negIcA a Minute; but likcwife determined 
not t6 hazard jtny thing upon ill Grounds : I or^ 
dered to Arms, find difpofed all things for an Af*. 
fkrAt 5 yet* refolvihg hat to engage before 1 judgM 
ik -feafiWe : In fhort, Night being come, whilft 
we ^epared' our felves, the Chevalier de Pdifttis 
paffing up to the AHn-pits in Water, over the lit- 
tle Marfh upon wliich the Caufey, and the Bridge, 
that communicates with the City, are built, went 
to view the Breach. He aflt^red me, that the wall 
was irtdced very much ruined -, but that it was not 
jioffiblc, as yer, to mount it without Ladders. 

Ths Ciicvalicr tie FerrUre^ Captain of a Fire- 
flrip, who was at the Head of the Brigade of Inge- 
nicrs, tliat I had fent to obferve the condition of 
the woodcii Briilge, ("wluch the Encmv hid endea- 
voured to blow up, by ranning under % Pcreaio 
fillM with Powder) brought mc word, that the 
Bridge had fuffcred ; yet might not be altogether 
unferviccablt rous: And thif the Gate beyond it 
which we imjginM was beat down by the caiinon, 
was ftronjjiy tcrrafsMon th* inful*; of this he was 
p)lirivcly ccrntin, by rcafon he had put his Hand 
into thi* Hok*s which the Cannon had made, amf 
t!iercfo:x' there was no Hopes of carrying the j^lacc 
by that ; bac tha: the Breach muft be pafsM, to^ the 

loot 
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fcot of which \it could notget From the place where 
he wai ; and that he was, by all that he could per- 
ceive in the Night, but little advanced. 

Thcfe two Officers were too well knbWn, td 
<!oubt of their having been where they faid they 
were : Moreover, Canem told me he was notqUite 
f eady ; that all the Gabions and Fafcincs which he 
had got together, were fpent ; and, that if by 
chance we fhould find fo much rfefiftancc as to be 
obliged to lodge upon the Breach, we Ihoilld not bfe 
able to d6 it, our Earth-lacks being at the Lake- 
fide, for want of Hands to bring them \ that there 
were two little Flanks unruinfed, that would deftro/ 
a great many Men in the Attack ; all thefe Reafons 
Engaged me to difmifi the TroOps from their Duty* 
and we agreed not to make the Affault until the firft 
of the next Month ; in the mean time, to employ 
both Night and Day in the finilhing of the Breach^ 
and to get together all fuch things as would be ne» 
cellar y upon that occafibn. 

Upon the twenty-ninth DuBuiJ/buhting advanced! 
With the three Ships, Scepter ^ St. Leioxsy and Fer^ 
mandois^ within a fmall Cannon- Ihot of the City^ 
they fired upon it with all their Artillery ; but fee- 
ing it only reached the tops of the Houfes, and mf 
Bufinefs being to have two Baftions filenc*d that an* 
noy*d my Camp, I fent to Jet them know^ That 
when they were retired in the Evening, they Ihould 
Wait new Orders before they begun again* 

In the mean time, we prepared our felves for the 
Bufinefs of the next Day ; the Order of Attack t 
had regulated with the MajoNGcneral, in this man* 
ner : 

A Serjeant, with ten Grenadiers, Ihould begin^' 
fuftained by the Company of Grenadiers on Guard, 
there being always one at the Head of the Trench ^ 
^c whole Body of Grenadiers were likewife to ad- 
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v^uite to the Head of it, to fuflain the.firft, and to 
preceed a Battalion, in whofe Rear fhould be C/i^ 
mttey the Chevalier de Ferriere^ du Creftj Courfy^ 
and one hundred and fifty Workmen, with the Sub- 
tngeniers, and all neceffary Implements ; after 
whom ihould follow the fame number of Buccanicrs 
and N^rocs. The Head of the Trench was twen- 
ty Fathom diftant from the little Ravelin, that in 
ibme fort covers the Bridge, whofe W^U was fo 
low, that it might have been pafs'd, if it had not 
been ealier to pafs through a fingle Barrier that was 
there, and thefe Troops filPd all the Trench, unto 
the Gate of the Chapel : All the reft of the Battali- 
ons were pofted according to their Ranks, within 
the Clofe of the Hofpital, to march into theTrench 
as faft as the firft Troops aavanc'd out of it, to the 
Attack, and to follow 'em up, and fuftain them. 
I recommended to Major Tbefut^ in particular, 
the good order which thef;; Battalions were to obferve 
to the end, that too much Precipitation might not 
caufe Confufion in their March, nor too much Slow- 
nefs occafion as much Inconveniency by any Inter- 
val being left open. 

All Things were thus regulated for the next Day, 
when Du Cajfe^ whofc Day it was, came to tell me, 
about three o' Clock, that he faw the Breach from the 
head of theTrench, plainly enough to afTure me that 
it was paflable \ that he believed the Enemies were 
atWork behind, in throwing up a Retrenchment. A 
Delay in this Cafe would have been fo very incon- 
venient to me, by rcafon of the tfmcl ftould have 
Sivcnthe Enemies, to finilh their Work, that I 
>rthwith refolved to attack the Enemies at that in- 
ilant, provided I found the Breach to be as it was 
defcribed to me. I was the more inclined to believt 
k, by being infonnM by all Hands, in the Morn* 
lng> with the good Ette^U oi tho Royal Battery^ 
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which at every Difcharge brought prodigious Ruint 
from the Wall ; and^ at the worfl, I could not be 
more afbam'd in retiring, if Things Ihould not ap- 
pear in tiie Condition reported^ than I had been the 
Night before. 

I immediately fent for Levy^ the Major-General,, 
Canette and fome other Officers, that were gone. to. 
Nofire Dame de la PouppCy to difcover from th^t 
Place the Condition of the Town ; but hearing a. 
general Alarm beaten, they preftntly returned.^, 
and being informed what was to be done, every onet 
of them ran to give the neceffary Orders to what 
belonged to him. The Troops at w6rk in the 
Woods, being called by the Drums^ inflintly c^mc 
to their Arms, and put themfelves into oroei^ ;.-tbBre- 
was only a fmall Body in the Trench, that w^re 
not exadly placed where they were to be 5 but the 
Major-General difpofed of them with all Expedjition :. 
At which time Uefmond^ Poullermont^ ta Lind^ 
Du Che and Rocbebontej who (as I faid betorcX 
chofe rather to ferve as my Aids de Camps^ than to* 
be employed in any other Service, not knowing but 
that the Troops were in perfeft order came to ac- 
Guaint me that every thing was ready, am! that 
they waited for my Orders to march : I gave it^ 
imagining like the reft, that all the Wall was 
fallen. 

The Order was immediately carried by my Aids 
de (amp ; who hav^rg all undertaken to deliver it, 
took that occafion to run to the head of the Trenchf 
De Ttlleul only, that could not be any where elfe, 
was with me ; Du Cajfe was on his Day in the' 
Trench ; but Levy being the eldcft of all, and this 
Action being regarded as a general Affair, by rea* 
fon all were employed in it, put himfelf at the Head 
and gave the Motion to the Troops to begin, at 
the moment he received the Order \ which was 
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^ fuddcniy executed, as it was {pecdily carried^ 
What ought to have been a grcaj: Adyantagc^ 
had like to have causM a great IncQnveniency •, the; 
Officers, notwithftanding the Remonftrances that 
had been made them, upon the neceflity of each of 
tiftm being at his Poll, to fee the Troops perform 
^icir Duty 5 carried on by their Courage, the grcat-r 
eft part of them advanced before the Troops, and 
aflkylted the Breach with Sword in Hand, without 
ohiferving how they were followed; and theTroopji 
unprovided of Leaders, did indeed' march on, Uit 
(lower than the fafety or their Officers required, who" 
remained for a conQderable time cxpofcd upon tho 
Breach which they had gain'd. We were all decei- 
ved in oqr Reckoning, for it was die (lecpeft Way . 
im^inable : The Grenadiers wlio were ordcr'd not 
to fire, could not abftain from it, when they CAmc. / 
to be expofed out of the Trench, and to fuffer the 
Fire of the Ramparts j but tl)c Time they empJby*d 
to re-charge, detaining them in the way between 
theTrench an4 the Breach, was the Reafon of their" 
Offikrers being alone at die Top : Le'^^y repaired the 
Inconveniency of this Accident fo fooa as it was pof- 
liblc, by haflening on the Troops, as likewife by his 
Words and his Aftions. In the mean time, the 
Chevalier de Pointh, who had firft mounted, was in 
gn Inffcmt joined by Gougon^ Jau^ourtj and Ma^ 
rolUsj whole Battjijion was on the Trench Guard ; 
DaySj Vtgnancourlfy Montrafi^r^ Dit Rollin^ Varb* 
joux^ young MaroUeSy Marigny, FouilUu/ey acd 
my jlids de c amp ; They endeavoured to maintaiii 
themfelves, notwithftanding all the Efforts of the 
Enemyjt whp were attacked ar tlie time they Itaft 
cxpcftcd it i yet not being difmayed, tliey attempt- 
ed to drive us off with S>yofd and Pike. Marolles 
aiid Du R^ullotty were already mortally wounded ^ 
«Qd upon tl\c Qround \ fouilUu/e had his Leg broke^ 



kng;h L^y, an^ fhe Qnm(^m cmfi ^ th^r Air 

yerfhf left »t tl|9 Er4 pf the S?r«et», ^(31? ^t^i 
tiniq§ chargecj |)cfpre t% ?mil4 be ^nyengtf, l)g 

Caffi ijpt h pimWc PS the mft* ftlthp' thf i^rft »! 
iM fQptQfth§8?i4ge, mftHgfc 4U h»0ep4-wiHi 

fed ip BfU3€h tfouWp to qlimb if, $ha? bf wai «ni| 
of ?r§s«h by that time h^ gpt to ^ tt^, wh^rf fcit 
^Hght he fllQuW wev^ rqfor^ his Wirrf. H9 
wa? followed by fifteen w tyreaty Veluntiee*, |iU]^ 
bifiwts pf ihe Coaft, who did very gix]|d Service i 
fpr ftring Hpon fuch of the Eneoiiej ^^ Ym^ yet ypr» 

on the Rwipam, behind two littlq Flankew tliat 
fired upon the Widge, mi vory \xffx^ ww^'d our 

Troop$ ; they at length obliged thew to IqUpv^ 
dipfc that were driven ftom the Platform, where tbo 
ftceach ended 5 the Major-General, whQ at the Bott- 
tprn of the Breach was wpuhcjed by a Mufquet^Ball 
In the Neck» followed by BurwAm one of Im Aidi^. 
and Frankm Captain of the Grenadiem*. vich hiir 
Arm broken, notwithftandiog moujtited theBneacb 
tQgetlier ; but the Captain's Strength filing, fo fooQ. 
as be was up, he was forc'd to be broi^ht off, fori 
the fajdie Reafon the Major-General wa& oot aUie tot 
make a longer Stay. 

AH the Troops defiling in the meaa tiane cm* 
from another, I found myfclf at laft rid of all Un-*. 
cafinefs for the Succefs of an A^tioib tha( tsay^, 
with Modefty, be termed very bcdd# aad. very ex* 
^aordinary for Seafarv^g Men 

A Party of the Negroes of i\i//y, who condu&ed. 
them, in defiling oipP to the Ramparts ^ the le(t^. 
p^ille^ the Enemy ^onx J^aftioa ta Saluoo, untct. 
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Che Caafey that divides this part of the City, par« 
ficularly ^ed Hibimani, from the other call'd by 
the general Name of Cartbagena % but the Bucca^ 
mien to exempt themfelves from the Attack of the 
Breach; had cpnfuktd the matter upon the Bridge, 
«nd tl^ little Caufeway d[ Hibimani^ and rcfolved 
to line the Hedge over-againil the Ramparts, where 
tiiey made an extraordinary Fire, not perceiving 
die Part they chofe out of Fear, was more dange* 
rous than that they endeavoured to ^void : But by 
good Fortune for them, the Enemy was driven off 
nom thofe Ramparts, and thofe Indian Heroes ad.- 
ventured to enter when they thought the Bufinefs 
was pretty well at an End ; yet they were a little 
mifiaken in this Account : For the Enemy after 
having flood firm at all the Corners of the Streets 
Were at length driven to the Caufcy of HibimaHi 
jowards Cartbagena^ into which they defined to 
retreat ; but the Governor ("who perhaps feared 
that upon evening the Gates we might enter PelU 
rotW with his People) plainly told them tbat'<he 
would not let them in, until they had attacked us 
in Hibimani : So after the Lofs of about 800 men, 
urged by Neceflity, and poSlbly the Wine they had 
drunk in&fing fre(h Courage into them, they got 
together in a Croud, and with a great Cry came and 
charged us at the Head of the great Street which 
ends at the Caufey : We had juft began to call up 
a Retrenchment there, and the Troops not having 
time to bring themfelves into Order, furprized 
with thifir Attack, moved a little backwards, 
to cover themfelves with the Houfes of the 
Streets which crofs*d that: But while Z^tjy and 
the Officers brought them into Order, which wa* 
infUntJy done, yignancourt^ the Chevalier de 
PointiSy Gougon^ and Jaucourt^ with a Imall 
Nymber of Grenadiers, fuftaii^ed this impetu- 
ous 
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ous Attack I but the Troops being brought back' 
to the Chaige, made a very great Slaughter of 
the Enemies i above one hundred and fifty were 
found the next Dav upon the Caufey, pier(^d widi 
Bayonets, befides thofe that went ofi^ wounded : In 
this Chaise the Vifcount dt Coetlogon was wounded 
with a Musket Ball in his Shoulder, who was come 
hither from the Battery, accompanied by De la 
Matte Aftcbeh za3i De la Motte i^Heran ; his 
Wound did not at firft appear to be confklerable^ 
but by weakling of hun it contributed to his 
Death, caufed by a malignant Fever \ and here tI]Me 
Chevalier de PointiSf after having pafs'd through' 
fb many Dangers to which he expofen himfelf. re- 
ceived the wound he died of; the Marquis De 
Boury was at this time likewife hurt in his Face^ 
St. Amant . on the Side, and many other OtRccn 
received contufions. 

The Enemy being drove hack again, were re- 
ceived by a little Port into Cartbagena ; we ap' 
plied oiufelves in Hibimani to making of Re- 
trenchments at all the Avenues, to fecure us from 
Surprizes, and to permit our troops to pafs the 
Night quietly, in the convenient Lodgings of a 
handfome city; the Fire of the Enemies Cannon 
killed fome Men in this work, that were com- 
manded by the Chevalier de la Ferriere^ du Creji^ 
and Ceurjy^ under the direftion of Canette \ about 
ten at Night all was in good Order. 

In this A6tion I loft about fixty Men, and had 
more than that Number wounded, without com- 
prehending the Officers beforementioned. 

It was refolved to reft the troops the next 
Day being the firft of May^ and to work only up- 
on the opening of the Gate, and repairing of the 
Bridge for the paflage of the great cannon, with 

which 
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Which t^re dcfigncd to bfarf cfdwn the R Jiiiparl ihi 
toA t6 pais, before wd could tnxst hxto dnj dtdtf 
fttrt of the City. Gdnette yf^M m theJ JMortimtf 
<af ly to view the PlaWs' of Bitery dftat Wert S 
fe ttis% arid having (heWeid them ilo' me irir ihi 
Jfevertirtg, i found thf m fo near thtf ivatf, dsX t 
did noe doubt iriaklAg a^ rdfV conl&fcttbte* liteiitA 
ih a' refy litfle tittd ; flii* ^Wc cattfdv*^ ind (hut 
^att 6f the MarHi ^hich diVid'tt Ctfy/%//ltf; aHS 
A6f a Musket-fhot oV(^r. 

This Day I fent on boot d the S(f^t^^ St. trtbff 
*ld the P'ermandois^ a pa« of the T^ttsttiivtietii dT 
Seamen^ calPd Scythcmcri, by rtalbn df dl6 
fmal! Scythes fix'd updA Staffs which t6«y1iitf fijf 
chdr Arms y I ordered diefe Shipl tb <hdeif^6Qir 
d^in die next Day fo ruiH thi tU£ttM& 61 i 
ftaltion that could hurt uis niofe dUtt tile oAeti* 
About three o' clock on the 3dcoad» diey ^ffti 
to cannbnitde ; in the iheari time We put ^ thihgs 
into a readinels, towardis the bf in^rig' df tihc gjMt^ 
cannon into Hibimani ; this carinonadirig contintk)fd[ 
until Six I when at the Si^ht of four Whititf F^^ 
flying, two on Hibimani Side« and the odidrs to* 
Wards the Sea, T ordered the Ships t6 fofbtfar RAri^ 
until I knew the Intentions of the Befie^ed The/ 
told Du Cafe J who by the means of a httid Spdmfi 
hm himfelf into all things, that they WeteWillinif 
to capii\ilate upon honourable terms. I ient thiem 
word, that before I entered upon it, I dtptfdcSd 
JHoftages that very Moment, without giviilig ahy 
cither Afllirance than my Parole, td rttUfn thflti 
the next Day, in cafe we did not agre£ u{Mm 
tfcrms. This hard condition Was aCceptiftli 
which plainly (hewed me that the Enemi^ mtrt 
ftraitehed. In fhort, the Precedent of HiBimani 
terrified them, and the Bombs. permitted them no 
€Aamicr of reft i fo they brought mc two of the 

moll 
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moft confiderable Men ambngfl: thefti. At this 
inibht i received Advice from two Places of 1000, 
W I2fa6 Men being upon their March to throw 
diemfclves into Cartbagena : An Indian was tlie 
firft that brought me this Account ; which was af- 
tenfrards Confirmed to me by a Letter from a Lieu- 
tenant at Botcadbica \ who feeking for frelh Provi-. 
fions in the Country^ had been befieged in one of 
the Houfes of Don Sanchez Xim^ne^, defended 
by his People againft a fmail Detachment of that 
Body on their March. That be had been among 
the Troops j who knowing that we poffefs'd the 
common Highway, did dcfign to go round the 
great Lake, and paflting afterwards through By^ 
ways into the little Lakes that lie about Cartba^ 
genn^ to gp on along the Sea-fide^ and get into the 
City by the Baftions of St. Catherine. I imme- 
diatcly ordered afhore all the Scythmen, and Sea* 
men that could poflibly be fpared^ who were alfo 
provided with Arms ; thde were fet to guard tlic 
Batteries, for all the Artillery was " as yet there* 
IdetachM DuCajfe with 50D Buccaniers^ and a 
Batallion of 300 Soldiers, to ftop the Paflage of 
thcfe Succours 1^ he potted himfelf amongft the 
little Lakes where the Enemies would be obliged 
to come \ and the Advantage of the Place wherein 
lie was pofted, enabled him to have given a very 
good Account of them. The next Day I fent 
Dau/iou with ^ lefs Number, being informed it 
would be fufficient to repel the Succours, in cafe it 
Ihould be attempted -, but they did not appear, 
neither did I ever know the Reafons of it» 

In the mean time we were employed upon the 
Capitulation. Du Cajfe^ ever an importunate Ad- 
vocate for the Spaniards,^ continually tormented 
oie^ t9 mitigate the Conditions I imposed upon 

I " tliem# 
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them : But being not only charged with the Sup-* 
Jx)rt of' the Honour due to his Majefty's Arms^ bu( 
having likcwife my Undertakers Intereft to mail- 
age, i ftood Brm to my Demands, altho' an in- 
finite Number of Reafons might have occafioned 
me to be more impatient than any Body clfc, to 
have this Affair determined. At length I propofed 
to the Governor, the honourable Articles of paffing 
out through the Breach, with all thofe carrying 
^rms, Drums beating, to take four Pieces of 
Cannon ; and as to the reft, it was agreed, that ail 
the Silver without Exception, or Referve, in Fa- 
vour ol' whomfoever it might be, ihould belong 
lo me, that the EfFeds of all fuch as went out, or 
were abfent, of whatfoevcr Nature the faid EfFedls 
were, fhould devolve to me ; that fuch of the 
Inhabitants as would continue in the Place, except* 
ing their Plate fhould enjoy all their Pofleflions 
and Privileges, and for the future be rc^rded as 
the King's Subjedbs, being they were fo by Con- 
^ueft : And farther, that all the Churches and Con- 
Vents fhould be prefer ved. 

This Matter agreed on, I demanded undf fuch 
Time as the Governor march'd out, which could 
tiot be in fome Days, that they fhould deliver mc 
up the Gates, which they did, and I ordered the 
Grenadiers to it. I had regulated what every Man^^ 
according to his Condition was to carry out with 
Jbirn in Silver for their Stibfiflancc ; to which, that 
J might not be impofcd upon, I had added this 
Condition, that I refcrvcd to my felf the Liberty 
-of fearching the Men and Baggage at the Gate. 
The Governor fent to define I would permit, out 
of Courtefxc, ("which was the Exprcffion^ the prin- 
tipal Offieers, and fome odicr confiderable Perfbns 
that I permitted ro follow him, the double of 
^}m was flipuUted. Thi» amounted unto 200Q 

Crowns 
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Crowns a Head % but thefe being a fmall Number^ 
aoquidfced to it, and was convinc'd by the F'er- 
vcncyrf their Acknowledgments, that it was really 
neceflary to them. 

It was of great Confcquence to n>e, that thofc 
who were allowed to retire where they pleas'd, af-^ 
ter the Garrifon was march'd out, fhould remain 
until they were obliged to reveal what Sums they 
had in their Houfes i therefore I was very exaft in 
my Meafures, that no Body might cfcape : In the 
mean time feveral Officers went freely up and dowti 
the City 5 and Du Cajfe^ whom I had declilrod 
Governor, that they might believe I defigned to 
keep the City, took upon him to deliver to fomc 
People Certificates, that were not Pafs-ports, ye? 
had fome Refemblance to rhem, by which thofe 
People paffed the Gates, the Officers of the Guard 
believing it was my Order. I do believe he had 
no ill Intention in it, and I did attribute that Man- 
ner of afting to the Kindnefs he ever affefted to 
Ihew to the Spaniards ; yet common Report did 
not forbear faying, that he got confiderable Sums \ 
which I did not believe. However, I would ndt 
have it thought, that I tolerated his Conduft -, there- 
fore I forbid him the Continuance of it : And this 
Order fo much difpleasM him, that he never camt 
afterwards to me. 

The Governor delayM his Departure all that he 
could 5 but at length I acquainted him, Tliat he 
muft pofitively march out upon the Sixth, and that 
on the fame Day I would enter at the Head of the 
Troops , which was accordingly executed. The 
Count Ugnez de los RaiSy followed with his Garri- 
fon, being lifted Men, to the Number of about 
2800, march'd out through a Lane of our Soldiefa 
and Seamen, fwhom I had ordered on Shoar to en- 
large our Number) Buccaniers^ Inhabitants of the 

I a C<»tk 
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Coaft) and N egroes. Wc two were upon our Horicf » 
and having faluted me with his Sword, after ibme 
Exprcflions of Civility, he continued his Way with 
the City Colours, and two of the four Cannon al- 
lowed him, not having Equipage convenient for 
reporting of the others ; even thcfc were the fmal- 
leit, and drawn by Men. 

Thefe People were narrowly fearchM an they 
came out \ but when \ was informed of their Num- 
ber, which was almoft equal to ours % and perceiv- 
ing that this Search would bring the N ight upon us, 
before we could difpatch them, I was afraid leaft the 
Danger of lofing a litde Money fhould QcgaTion 
fome Diforder when it was dark 5 fo I fcnt my Or- 
ders to the Gates to haften their March, without de- 
laying of it by a Search, which produced little ; and 
the Garrifon all marched out before Sun-fet. It wa$ 
not without a great deal of Trouble that I continued 
upon my Horfe, to receive the Salute of the Gover- 
nor 5 but that being pafs'd, I was obliged throi^h 
the great Pain of my Wotind, to get into my Chair, 
wherein I was ufed to be carried 5 in this Condition, 
and in the midfl of the Guards Marine, wiK> wefe 
cloathcd alike, I went (preceded by a Battalion of 
Grenadiers) to take J^ofleffion of the City, 

I was well afTured there? was Silver in Cartbagena ; 
but the difficulty was how to get it: The worft 
that could happen to thofe in Poflclfion of it, wa^ 
the Lofs of it, whei^ we had difcQvcrM it ; it was 
therefore neceffary to fcarch all the Houfes j But 
by whom could it be done ? With what Surety that 
?hc bcf^ Part (hould remain undifcovcr W i Tlup N um^ 
ber of Officers was not great enough, to difperfe 
them into all the neccITary Places ; and if I woukl 
|iot have left any Thing, it mud liave required mc 
libove ftx Mo^th? Time, In this Pcrpltjx^ty I bcr 
tbPUK^ Qiyfelf of this flxpedkiit : I publickly dc- 
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clar^d and ordcr'd it to be fet up in the principal 
Places, That I would give the Tenth to the Pro- 
prietors, of whatibever they honeftly brought me'; 
and a Tenth to diem that ihould inform me, of any 
Perfons that did not declare their EfFeiJts, To thele 
Promifes I joined my Threats of punifhing than 
for formal Difobedicnce. 

The Hopes of preferving a Part of what was o- 
therwife all in Danger to be loft \ the Fear of 
Neighbours, and ill Friends^ who at the (ape time 
had the Opportunity of profiting and being trouble- 
ibme, induc'd them all to be ingenuous in the Mat* 
ter ; which was dpnc with to much Forwardnels^ 
that ftlleulf who was charged with the Treafure^ 
was not able to weigh the Silver faft enough. 

The Convents only were of the Opinion, that 
they were exempted Grom this Search, under the 
Article of the Capitulation, that they (hould be 
prefer v*d ; by this Means they quiatly kept both 
their own Money, and what was trufted to them. 
I ordered that Article to be explained to them, tp 
the End that they might know, that the PreferVa- 
tion of the Convents, confifted in not permitting 
them to be deftroy'd i but as to the Money, I l^d 
in formal Terms, refcrv'd that to myfelf ; pther^ 
wife they might have got together all the Riches of 
the City into their Houfes, to have deprived me of 
it. N otwithftanding thefe Reafons, feveral of them 
continued fo obftinate, and among the reft. Father 
Grenelli a Jcfuit, the Guardian and Procurator of 
Cordileers: that I was forced to have them fecured, 
and to threaten them with worfe Ijfage. The Rec- 
tor of the Jefuits obeyed, and brought about twenty 
..(houfdnd Crowns in Gold, that he found in the 
Chamber of Father Grenelli^ and about as much for 
the whole Houfe belides ; and then defired that I 
would order th? Houfe to be ? very-\^hcre vifited; 
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by which Conduft he eqgaged me to releafe his 
Religious. So foon %s die Cordeliers perceived that 
die Buccaniirswcrt l^udit, who have a particular 
Talent at difcoveri^ hidden Treafures, they pro- 
tefted, they were ready to reyod all they had, fo the 
SuccanUrs retired ^ but when they were gone, the 
Reverend Fathers fdl into their fiiift Silence ; In 
fliort^ I refolv'd to charge the Captains with the care 
erf* feardung the religious Houlb, to die End that 
du;ir Piefence m%ht preferve all neceflary Order 
and Refervedneis. Tnis Search produced enou^ 
CO make Satis^&ion fb^ the Trouble it gave us > 
and in Regard to the Churches, prevented even the 
Appearance of the frokuztion. After I had fe- 
yerely commanded diem not to touch any of the 
lacred Veilels, or any diii^ appertaining to the Sa« 
crifice, I ordered our Chaplains to gather up whiit 
was cMiIy for the Decoration of the Churches. Fathd- 
Paul a Domini, an^ who hath (by I know nor 
what Authority^ given himfqlf a fort of a MiiCon 
among the Buccaniers \ and ufually living upon the 
Coaft had followed the Army, had put himfelf a- 
mong our Chaplains j aided with a mighty Zeal to 
execute his Orders, which feemM to him fu/ficiendy 

{*uft, in relation to other Convents , but when 
le was to go to the Bominicianiy fupported with 
the credit of j)u Cajfe^ he thought to have pre* 
vented this Vifit \ but feeing there was no great 
Notice taken firft of his threats, nor afterwards of 
his Prayers, was then tranfportcd with Horrour at 
the Profanation, and cam? running to pronounce 
upon me, from God Almighty, the Anger of 
Heaven ; yet they did not torbear going on with 
die BuCnefs. 

Altho' the Silver was brought in great abundance 
to the Contadore, that is, the Town-houfe, where 
I had tny Quarters, yet we did not receive, by 

mucb 
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much, what we might have expe£ted. We had 
Icarce got to the Coaft of St. Martha, which I had 
been told was a Delert, but tliey were acquainted 
with it at Cartbagena ; and being likewife inform'd 
by three feveral Exprefles from the King of Spain, 
of all Particulars, they were amply acquainted with 
my Projeft, my Forces, and, in a manner, die 
Time I fhould get thither-, fo they begun to ftir 
themfelves upon that very Alarm. All the Wo- 
men of any Quality, with their Jewels, the Nuns, 
and what was worft of all, no Mules laden with 
Gold, went out in four Days time ; they retired to 
Mortpos, a Town forty Leagues from thence ; and 
although we had not mifcarried in our firft Defccnt to 
attCTipt Nojire Dame de la Pouppe^ yet we could 
not have got thither until the greatefl Part of thofe 
Treafares was gone. However, the Honour which 
his Majefty'sArms acquired in this occalion, belides 
near upon eight ornine Millions that could not e* 
fcape us, comforted us for the Lofs of the reft. 

There is, in the Year, one intemperate Seafon, 
that never mifles this Part of the Indian Coaft, and 
it feemed, as if the great Rains, and Thunder, 
which are the Forerunners of it, had for a time de- 
lifted, to afford us the Opportunity of taking Car- 
thagena 1 for no fooner were we in poffeflion of it, 
but the Air immediately became infected : 
Eight hundred Men, in fix Days time, were feized 
with a contagious Diftemper, of whom the great- 
eft Part died ; and in a little time we were fcarce 
able to receive into the Hofpital, which was with 
much Expedition eftablifhed, the great number 
that was brought from all Parts \ every Day we were 
informed of fome melancholy Example ; ail Ideas 
of Triumphs and Treafures, were effaced by thole 
ot Sicknefs and Mortality. In ftiort, If the Di- 
fiemper had cgntinued witli tlus Rigour, X muft 

have 
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hxn, beheld my inevitable Ruin in the faireft Poit 
of the world, and no Enemy near me % not only 
have loft the fruits of all our Labours^ but like* 
wife the S(|uadron entrufted to me. 
' There was a. Report Ipread about, the Author of 
k I did not find out until fome jDays aforwards ^ 
that I could not carry back the Kb^s Ships with- 
out making ufe of the Buccamen \ who beii^ ac« 
cuftomed to thefe Climates, were no more intefted 
with the Unhealthinefi of the Air,^ than the Natives 
that are very rarely touched with it. In this Con- 
dition Bu Cafff^ that concealed his fpite at tiilA^ 
mani^ where he was retired, fent to me by his Ma- 
jor a Writing, infinuating, that his Colony was in 
danger of being deftroyed, in cafe the Enemies 
fliould attempt a Deicent there, which was no ways 
to be doubted ; that he demanded of me the Forces 
I luid drawn from thence ; and in cafe of RefulJi], 
he thereby made me refponfible for all Accidents. I 
anfwered by the fame way, that his Colony was as 
much recon^mended to me, as it had been to him : 
that concurring to his Sentiments as to that matter, 
I did confcnt, whatfoever Inconveniency might at-^ 
tend the weakening of myfelf by his Departure, that 
he might return with three parts of his BuccanUrs^ 
all the Inhabitants^ and part of the Negroes ; and 
that what I kept with me would therefore be too in- 
confiderable for the Coaft to fuficr by it; This An» 
fwer, which I defigned with Sincerity, happened to 
be contrary to what he expected ; he did not ima- 
gine I could have uken that Rcfolucion, thinking, 
by the Report fprcad about, to have made me io 
well comprehend the occafion I ihould have for the 
Buccanieri^ as to have determined myfelf againfb 
their return ; but feeing my firmncis, he be^;un 
ID be more compliant, and better difpofed, with* 
IHit fpeaking of going awa^ : and thereby plainly 

lliewia 




■;• '■■•'.»s- ■• 
. .»■»*■■. -• 




Eocpedi 



lition to Caraiiigayg[f .-..^ 

^ewed us, what JTort of Intereft defe^^pdl' it 
Xlarthagena. As the Silver was hx^^vpkiJ^VL, 
was immediately carried on Board the IClQ^^ 
Ships; upon which he employ'd Ddunou td ac- 
quaint me, that the Buccaniers were difgufted^ that 
i-did not cill fome of them robe • itneffes of 
what paffed at the Contadore •, and pfopofed to 
have me admit fome Body from them. I found 
fo much Infolence in this Propofition, that I 
fufpeftied from whence it proceeded : I told 
DaunoUy that if he happened to charge himfelf 
with toy more flich Commiflions, I would make 
him repent it. I was at that inftant informed^ 
that iHme of the Buccaniers ^ contrary to my Pro- 
hibition of pillaging Houfes, had broke ihircugh 
the Roof of a Houfe, and ftole fome Merchant 
)dizes : I took my Guards, and went through all 
the Quarters bf the City^ refolvcd to make ah 
Example of thofe who i'ell into my Hands ; but 
they were all retired tb the Polls alfigncd them> 
where they received all the Threats I made them 
with a mod profound Submiffion: Moreover, t 
was not fo ilL fervcd by my Spies, as not to be 
informedv thut the fcditious Difcourfes they ibihei- 
times held, upon the Silver being carried on Board 
the King's SU^s, was infpired into them, by 
People ' wholly, abandoned to their own Intercftf 
who took all Opportunities to exprefs their oWa 
Thoughts with the Tongues of the Buccaniersi 

I was not fo miich a Stranger to* the Buccnmrs 
Courage, as to apprehend atiy manner of Atkctnpfc 
from that part ; but a Rumour being underhand 
Whifper*d, that they had a tnind to pillage the 
Contadore, to fccurc the fhare they pretended to 
bf the Booty ; I Was apprchcnfiivcj leaft they 
Inight fbr^e me to punifh them fo^ that I (houid 
hot be iabfe to ekped: any farther Service kom 
khclH) ahd t might poflibly have occa&on for their 
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iffiftance on Board the King^s Ships, in my return 
to France. Upon this I proceeded upon a Method 
which feemed moft likely to fatisfy them, without 
eng^ing me to an unbecoming Condefcenfion : I 
liberally fecompenfed fuch of the Buccaniers aH 
were wounded, and gave more to the lam*d ; there 
being fo few of the one, or the other, that I could 
not thereby much prejudice the Ihtercfts of the 
Armament-, I ordered very confiderable Gratifi- 
eations to then* Captains^ and fome others that 
had diftinguifhcd themfelvcs -, I thought by the 
kindnefs I (hewed to Du Cajffe^ and his Adho'ents, 
which were fo excefllve, that I am afhamed to bwn 
It; I thought, I fay, to have engaged them to 
have made no farther Pretenfions -, but I was fur- 
^riz'd to find, that by his Calculaticm of (he ^ht 
Millions, he reckoned two of them belonged to the 
'Buccaniers \ and ofthefc two Millions, heefteem'd 
himftlf furc of one -, for he ihares with them as 
Captain General, ai firft Captain of each Frigat, 
to Proprietor of the Frigats of which he lends fomc 
to them, and lets them have others belonging to 
the King, which with divers Pretexts he detains 
^pon the Coails, at exorbitant Intereft. When I 
was made acquainted with die Particulars, I rc- 
folved with my Authority and Diligence to extri- 
cate myfelfout of this Affair: but this Diligence was 
the difficult matter, a great part of the Equipage 
"neefeflary in a Siege, which we had brought from the 
Fl^, was yetafhore, the Diftempers deprived roe 
of half my Men, and I had fcarce got on board 
half of the Silven The Brafs Cannons o( Carthage^ 
'Tia were yet on the Ramparts ; I entreated the5«r- 
xaniersto undertake this Work, which they rcfus'd, 
4,vA I was informed they had not only refolved not 
€0 wotk, but neither to make Watch or Ward un- 
til they were put into poiTeflionof their Share of the 
Boe^; I &cw'd no Coriccrn at this time, but pre- 
vailing 
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vailing by dint of Money upon the fmall number I 
had in a condician of working, to uie their utmoft 
EiForts, I got on board my Squadron all the Can- 
non of Carthagefia, all that remained of what was 
brought on Shore; and part of the Baftions being 
already thrown down, on the 2 5Eh of May the 
Powder was put to the other Mines -, I re-embark'd 
all my Troops and myfelf, leaving Du Cajfe, his 
Officers, and Buccaniers, in the City j I acquainted 
both the one and the other, that if they pillaged 
the leaft of the Houl'es I had mark'd, I would in - 
ftantly fire their Frigates : They were too welt 
laden to fuffcr them to be expofed to the Effefls 
of my Threats, for having refolved not to bring a- 
ny Merchandizes on board the King's Ships, that I 
might be in a better condition of Defence, I did 
permit the Buccamers to take wiiat belonged not to 
the Inhabitants that remained in the Town. Du 
Cajfe wrote me word that he would anfwer for ihc 
Obedience o[ the Buccaniers ; adding withaj, that 
if their con-uft was any ways to be blamed, it pro- 
ceeded from the Severity which was ufcd to them» 
in not letting them know what they were to exped 
of the Booty, He might have faid with more truth, 
thatit was hisown Inquietude-, and in reality for 
fomp days paft he had continuilly complained a- 
gainft the embarking of all the Silver, which he 
laid they could not tell how to get from the King's 
Ships i but yet that he could not believe I would de- 
prive him of any tiling that fojuitiy belonged'to 
him, having engaged myfelf by Writing to let the 
Buccdnkrs divide Man for Man with the Seamen of 
the King's Ships. He had a great deal of Rcafonto 
iiifift upon this Writing, which was what I ever de- 
figned to have oblerv'd ; but when I underftood thac 
by his calculation two of the eight Millions be- 
longed to him, I was furprized at his Meaning, be- 
licyJBg him informed, as every body elfe was, that 
K I what 
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what appertained to the Seamen of the King's ShipSi^ 
"and cqnfcquchtly to the Buccaniers^ whom I had 
' received upon thcfc exprefs'd terms, was the Tendi 
of the firft Million, . and the thirtieth of all the o- 
thers : which his Majefty had been pleafed to ^rant 
tp - - faici Mpn on board his Ships, to excite then^ 
to do w 11, ar.d as a RcCompenfe for their Services, 
^ ii was c xp.aincd in the conditions upon which his 
Majefty had confented to this Armament. At 
length, altho* Du Ttlleul was Night and Day cm- 
plpyed in the Receipt and Embarking of the Silvier, 
and the infinice Particulars appertaining to a great 
Squadron^ t^id >iOt the tinse to examine his Books, 
^d confequently we CQuld not exaftly know what 
{Silver there was ; yet I fo prefs*d him to make an 
Ip^ftimate of the whole Affair, to fatisfy Dm Cafft^ 
and his Cabal, what did belong to them, that he 
made out the Account and ligned it. 

Upon the 29th I fent this Account to Du C^iffe^ 
vrhOx upon my reiterate^ Orders that I had fen^ 
him, was at laft embarkNd with his Buccaniersj and 
come down pretty near to the Fort of Boccacbica \ 
below which was the whole Squadron, except the 
^c^pter^ who through the Igno'-ance of the Pilots, 
W^ got between two Banks, upon which fhe had 
ftruck, and had not then got clear of them. 

Du Cajfe was extrcamly furprizM upoo reading 
of the Account, wherein he faw that his, and the 
Buccaniers Share, amounted only to about 40000 
Crowns. He reckonM that the whole would have 
been divided into four equal Parts, and he being 
very near a Fourth of the Ar<ny, one of thclc 
Farts would confequcntly fall to his Slure : But 
when he opened his Eyes, and faw that diviJing^ 
Man for Man with the King*5 Ships, fignificd (ba- 
ring what appertained to the faid Ship's Companies, 
but hot what appertained to the King, an^ the Ar* 
matures 3 and when it appeared . that the Part of die 
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Ships Companies confiftcd in the Tenth of the firft 
MUUon, and. the thirtieth of the others ; of whidit 

'the fourth that might belong to him^ amounted only 
to 46000 Crowns, he fellinto fuch a Rage, that not 
confidering, that the leaving his Government, without ' 
a Permiflion froni Courts and upon a particular In* 

. tereft, . was by all manner of Laws, a criminal Ac- 
tion •, yet he refolved to fteer for trance ; probably 
to dem^d Juftice of himfelf, for being miftaken ; 
for as to any thing elfe, there cannot appear any 
Pretence of Complaint, I muft acknowledge I was 
a long time before I could comprehend, that his 
Mifapprehenfionihould carry him fo far, as to imai> 
gine, that the Credit of fo many People was ufed, 
much Addrefsi €;mploy*d, great Sums of Money 
coUefbed and expended, and fo long a Voyage un« 
dertaken, to give the Fourth of what it produced,^ 
to the Governor of St. DofningCy and a Troop of 
J^anditti -, who without being at any Charge, and 
only for abput fix Weeks, at leaft the greatefc Part 

' of them, idle Spcftators of a great Aftion -, mc- 
thinks Juftice feems (o repugnant to fuch a Thoughts^ 

. that Du CaJJe cannot be cxcus'd entertaining it. By 

. flowing a Subfiftance, and Share, as I did to this 
Rabble, they received too much Honour, efpeciaU 
\y lacing JQyn*d in the Divifion with the Companies 
of the King's Ships, whofc continual Service, which 
they render to the King and the State, fo glorioufly 
diftinguifh them from that bafe Kind of Life that 
;he others lead, Mcreover, I do not fee what Re- 
)\y qin bema^e to this Argument : If they are the 
ing's Subjcfts, they are ordered to fcrve in this 
Enterprize^i upon whicfe his M^jcfty did not de- 
clare there Ihould be any P.ift^nclion in Favour of 
?hem ; according to the Orders, the whole Strengtl\ 
of the Colony was to join the Forces I brought froni 
France •, and if they did not, I was to treat them, 
»s Rebels ; And I was modi in the Wrong, to af*. 
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ibciate them to the Confideration that was promifc^ 
to the King's faithful Subjects. 

When I was getting under Sail, to come out of 
tlartbagena^ I was forcM to fct on Fire the Bomb* 
(jalliot, her Mafts and Hulk were fo fhatter*d, 
that fhe was not in a Condition of going to Sea. I 
. Jdft alfb the Providence Brigantine, ("of whofc Com- 
pany there was not one Man capable of Ser- 
Vicej with a 5«rrtf»/^r-Captain, until ferther Or- 
der. The neceffity I was m, of difmounting fome 
/Ship, to afford fbme Afliftance to others, by divi- 
ding pf her Company amoiigfl: them, had engaged 
. xnc to fire the Cbrifi Ship, if Hu Cajfe^ to whom 
it was neceilary I fhould give a Ship, to tranfport 
Jus People tothe French Cape, had not been con- 
tented with that •, which he arm*d as well as he 
could, to carry back the Succanien^ Inhabitants^ 
and Negroes^ to St. Domingo. 

On the 30th I was taken fo very ill with the 
Diftemper, that all that I could do, before I fell 
into a Condition that deprived me of my Intelleft, 
was to acquaint Levy^ that I committed the Care 
of the Squadron to him ; and that he fliould fleer 
his Courfe for Cape Tthuron , according to the 
Refolution he knew I had taken , to return thence 
to France^ without touching then at Petit Guaves^ 
where, as I was inform d, the Air was not affedled 
lefs than at Carthagena^ by which the jrcft of our 
Men would have infallibly periHi'd : From that 
time, I orc'erM nothing that pafsM •, but the Ac- 
count that follows, Levy^ and the Major-General, 
gave me in Writing, as likewife by Word of 
Mouth, 

Upon the laft of the Month of Mayj compleat* 
ing the Ruin of the Fort of Boccacbica^ where we 
had fome Days been at work, Daunou, after ma- 
ny fruitlcfs Attempts to fpcak with me, went to 
them, and acquainted thcm> that the Buceanien 
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being enraged at the fmall part I gave them of the 
Booty, had propcfed to board and plunder the 
Scepter ; but that :ilterwards they were come to a. 
Refohition, to return and plunder Cartbagtna : 
And in reality, they perceived at that Inltant, the 
greateft part of their Frigates making into the Port, 
to fail to it : He faid fanher, that they had pafied 
under the Stern of the Pontchartraln, where X>ti 
Cajfe was on board, to whom they had declared their 
Defign ; and, that he had exhorted them, not .to 
«ommit fuch an Infradion of the Treaty upon 
which the City furrendered ; that he had likcwifc 
fent his Major to tndcavoui todiflwade them from 
it ; that for his own part, it gave him fo much 
trouble, that he defired only a hundred Seamen, 
with which he (hould think himfelf ftrong enough 
to prevent their Dcfigns on the City. 

All the Squadron was out at Sea, excepting the 
Scepter, who was fomething nearer to them j but 
in fuch a Condition by reafon of the Diftempera- 
mong the Seamen, that we were very far from be- 
ing able to make this Detachment -, and altho' they 
might have been, yet how could it be poffiblc, for 
a hundred Men, feveral Hours behind the Bucea- 
vierSt to prevent them from landing ? The ridi- 
culous and true Motive of this Propofition was pal- 
pably apparent -, and accordingly Levy, and the 
Major General, cxprefs'd their Opinion very free- 
ly to Daiifiou, whofe PalTion increafed upon the 
Contempt they Jhewed him. Yet Levy, defirous 
to apply all ihe Remedy that v,as to hz ul'ed, made 
all the hafte he coirid on Board the Frigate of Ma- 
earj, being neareft the Fort, and longer in getting 
ready than the other, and by that able to be reach- 
ed, and by his Authority he made her come to an 
Anchor again, believing, that afterwards flic would 
not dare but to come out with the Scepter j yet this 
Ship being got through the paffage, the Frigate 
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lof takihg in more upon the Coait of Accadia^ 
which was the mdk probable Way of meeting that 
lEhemy, whd could not be gone to expeAus there, 
knowing We had a more convenient Paflage upon 
inaiw Accounts^ Upon this Refolution we altered 
•ur Cofurie that Hft were fteerihg to Tthuron^ for that 
iDf Bdbaiha^ which we continued until the Sixth* 

It may \icxt be obferved^ how little one ought 
to depend upon the fevered: Reafons, when For- 
tune IS in the Scale : The Courfe of C^pe Tiburon^ 
our Ruint in appearance, was free of all Danger, 
the Enemy paucd. very wide of it ; and the way 
bf ISabafHaj fo fure in our Reckoning, carried us 
into that between yamaicd and Cartbagena^ which 
they then fted^, and occlaTioned us to fall into the 
middle of them in the Night, between the fixth and 
the feventh. Sottit Hours before Day, I was in- 
forhied, that from time to time, they perceived 
Fires made in a Ship behind us *, this Signal not 
being to be made by any of ours, we began to be- 
lieve, it was fome advanced Frigate of the Enemies, 
who informed them by her Fires, that (he follow- 
ed us, and that by keeping after her, they could 
not loie us. There was then no other Refolution 
to be taken, than to wait for the Day ; we did not 
know our fituation, in relation to that of{ the Ene- 
mies, fo by any other manner of working, we 
ihould have run the fame Rifque, to have £tilen in 
With them, as to have fleered clear of them. The 
firft appearance of Day prefented us with the Image 
of an inevitable and difmal Misfortune ; we at firfb 
reckoned twenty Sail, then twenty five, a little 
afterwards twenty nine, and among them a Ketdu 
Eight of thefe Ships feemed to be of an eoual force 
to the Scepter^ ten or twelve others, with the Sc 
Lnvts^ the Furieux^ and our other Ships of that 
JRate, the reft with our Frigates from thirty fix to 
isvty four Guns \ half of vm Fleet was n> Wind- 
ward 
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■ward of our Squadron, and wanted but little of 
Cannon Ihot of us ; ibme others were exaflly on 
our Lee ; and the reft, which were the great Shipj 
before-mentioned, were in our Sterns, a little be- 
low us. 

Our great Misfortune was not only lo have eight 
and twenty Ships againft our feven Ships, and three 
Frigates ; but as an addition, our unfortunate Squa- 
dron was fo ftrangely weakened by the Mortality, 
that Ihe was rather a general Hofpital for the reft c^ 
the Officers and Seamen, infomuch that when wc 
went to put ourfelves into a condition of making 
fome fort of a refiftance, by the palenefs of our 
Faces, and the weakncfs of our Motion and Stir- 
ring, it look'd as it the Hofpital of Paris was 
brought under Arms, To give an Idea of the Con- 
dition we were in, I need only fay, that the other 
Ships were poflibly in a much worfe Condition than 
the Scepter, who out of her Complement of 700 
Men, had not above 550 that were able to take 
Arms, or work our Artillery. What an aUera- 
tion for me in particular ! My Expedition had ac • 
quired fome Honour to the King's Arms, and 
would have produced confiderable Advantages to 
my Armatures. The taking of Car/i^ifMir feem*d 
to have acquired me a pleafing Diftinclion j and be- 
ing enriched, I had, at my Return, a profpeft 
of Glory and Pleafures, all which now pafied like 
a (hadow ; and I hadcpntinually before my Eyc» 
the deftru6lion of a flourifhing Squadron, which I 
had the Honour to be entrufted with j the Difplea- 
fure of the King and his Minifters, in the Circum- 
ftances of this Lofs, which not only deprived his 
Majefty of fo many Ships, but fo much advantag'd 
his Enemies, and carried them thofe Riches, that 
were in a manner ready to have entered France % 
theGr(cfof my Armatures, for whom all was loft 
by this unhappy Re-cncounter ; and my continual 
h Z pefpair. 
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Pefpair in the Remainder of a Life, which after a 
long Imprifonment, I muft have pafTed in Obicu- 
rity, if the Report of my bad Fortune had not ren* 
dered me remarkable. 

Thefe were my Refledions, when having ac* 
quainted all my People that we ought to die like 
Men of Honour, I had two occafions of being 
comforted \ the firft was, the Officers protefting to 
mc^ with an Air of Afliirance, that the Shijps fhould 
be defended, whilft any of them wefc livmg.; and 
the Ships Company entered into the fame Senti- 
ment ; mfomuch that the fick, at leaft thofe not at 
Extremity, (hewed themfelves as forward as the o* 
then ; fo I beheld Refblution on all fides of me. 
The other was, fo fbon as the fignal for the Order 
of Battle was made, the S.Lewis^ FurUux, Verman^ 
d§isj St. JkKcbaely and the Mutine^ came up fb fafc, 
wd fell fo well into their Stations, that they allowed 
us no occaiion of doubting of their having the fame 
Refoktion with ours ; the Fort^ tht^polloj VAve^ 
naftt^ and Marin^ did not obey the fignal, but kept 
to Windward, where they chanced to oe } the Cap* 
tains of the two laft were fick, and I had taken from 
them the greeted part of their Men, to ilren^hcn 
the great Ships, and had defigned them for Fire* 
fliips \ but not having time to fit them up for it, nor 
to fetch awav their lick, they were become altoge- 
ther uncapable of any fcrvice, fo I could no ways 
wonder they did not fall in their ordered Station \ 
as to the Fort and the Afolloj I was apprehenfive 
that the firft had loll fo many of her Men, that ihe 
was not able to make any fort of a Fight ; the o<» 
thcr being her Second, did believe, as it is the cu- 
(lom, that file was not to abandon her Flog, Du 
Buijfon^ by . the Death of the Vifcount. Coeilogon^ 
then carrying tlie Flag of Rear-Admiralf At this 
livltant one of the Epcniics fhips having fired a Gua 

upon 
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upon the Fly-boat, called, ^e City ofAmftirdami, 
who W2is a good way a-fterh of Us, fkt < ftruck fail» 
and furrendcred ; they found a great niaigf tick Men* 
onboard her, and a very (toiificfcrablc Quantity <jf 
Ammunition and PrOyifion. The only ^ravsrjier 
left me had the fame Deftiny with the Fly-boat, 
widi whom ihe was. But while thefe things pa£>*d^ 
yre found tjhat half of their Flceji, who in k little 
time were got within reach of us, were unwillii^ t^ 
engage, until the others to Leeward could come fo 
the Ai^ion ; yet being unwilling to hand in their 
fails toftay for the others behind, they kept them* 
felves in a Line, and permitted us to get^ before 
them. We perceived by their working that we were 
yet to have fome Hours of Quiet, and fipne c^ t» 
being ftrong enough to fupport a^ long Adioh, we 
repofed ourfelves in Expe£lationof the Event. A^ 
bout Two o^ Clock in the Aftcrno<Hi the Major- 
General came to me, and told me, there was tio- 
farther Hopes of Delays, that the advanced part of 
the Enemies Fleet was got withm Cannon-ihot, and 
to Windward of our Squadron, and their great 
Ships exaft a broadfide of our Lee. This being 
fo, the Signal general for the Order of Battle wa* 
given, without Lois of Time; I added to it the 
particular Signal of the Fort 9 to bring her to her 
Station ; but (he only did fo much as was neceflary 
to let us know that (he knew Iwr fignal, and then 
Handing to windward, flie confirmed me in the 
Thoughts I had in the Morning. 

The Affair was fufficiently ferious to keep us at- 
tentive: We obfervcd firft of all, that the Ships 
which might have attacked us, chofe rather to 
flacken their way, and fell from us ; with much re- 
garding of diem I was partly of the Opinion, that 
it was py going larger away than we who kept clofe 
to the Wind, that their ^eat (hips had gained fo 

much 
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much upon us. The fear of deceiving myfelf in 
this Matter, made me confult all thofe that I' 
reckoned able to inform me ; and they all being of 
the fame Opinion, I eafily penetrated into the 
Thoughts ot the Et^li/h Admiral, who reckoned 
diere was no fafety for me;, but to go before the 
Wind, for the Screights oi Bahama -, fo he pro-' 
pofed to get fo much a-head of me, as to hinder 
my Paffiige % but I perceived at the fame time that 
he might be miftaken in his wo** king ; becaufe in- 
ftead of failing parallel to the Courfe we fteer'd, 
his coming up opened an Angle, which in truth 
brought him mto my Traverfe, but in reality at a 
greater diftance than when he was a-ftem of us ; 
therefore by tacking about I (hould be at a greater 
diftanpe than I was before % belides, I was fure to 
get fomething by it. 

I was certain, that the Ships which mi^t have 
attackM me, durft not do it, and therefore it would 
not much trouble me if I- did find them in my Paf* 
iage. Upon this I font the Marine Frigate to order 
all die Ships of the Squadron to tack about pre- 
cifely at the /hutting in of Night ; that I would 
light no Fires, nor make any fignal, and that they 
ihoqld go as clofe haul'd to the Wind as it was pol- 
fible. At the time appointed we went about, but 
we were too near the Ejiemy to conceal our work- 
ing from them; one of their (mall Frigates being 
likewife got in among us, I was obliged to give 
him feme Cannon-lhot from the Scepter^ and the 
FttrieiiXy who was fomething nearer to him ; with 
ivhich he flood fo corrcdted, that we faw him no 
more afterwards. 3ut the ditfereot fignals which the 
Enemies Ships made by Fires to each other, affured 
us, that they who were tnoft advanced, communi- 
cated to them behind what pafsM, fo we doubted 
nut of our being follon^cd. However, the next 

Day 
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Day, fo loon as it was light, we found the fuccefs 
of our working 5 for we could only reckon four- 
teen Ships, who followed us in a Line one after the 
other^ and not fo nigh by far as the Day before -, 
but at the fame time we mils*d the Fort^ 4polloy 
VAvenant^ Maririt and the Diep Fly-boat : We 
having not heard any Cannon-fhot, we could not 
think they werelakcn , however, it was not until 
the next Day that I was cafcd of thi3 Apprehen- 
fion, by Report of the Mutine that rejoined me, ac- 
quainting me, that when (he carried the Orders for 
the Ships to go about, thofe We mifs*d being confi- 
derably to windward of us, who had by much the 
Wind of the Enemies when wetack'd, it was much 
calier for them to get clear, by keeping on their 
Way, than in following me : SimonetjiddsA^ that 
the Fort had loft her Fore- top- maft , but having 
feen all the Enemies Ships ftanding as we did, at a 
great diftance from each other, there was no Rea- 
fon to fear that ours were purfued. ' 

This feparation being not to be remedied, my 
Thoughts were wholly employed to the Preferva- 
tion of the reft of the Squadron, ancj to make ulc 
of the advantage I had got ; I continued the fame 
Board, until widiin twenty Leagues oiCartbagen^^ 
where we were on the 9th of the fame Month of 
June. In the Evening I made the Signal of hold- 
ing the contrary Courfe ; and when it was quite 
dark^ I acquainted the other Sliips, with three 
Guns, that they were to fteer Weft, di redly before^ 
the Wind : There was then but three of the Ene- 
mies Ships that kept within fight of us, and they 
were a great way from us ; they could not imagine 
what this Signal mean'd, and fo kept on the hm^. 
Board. '^ In the mean while, we ran this Night 23 
Leagues, and the next Day found ourfelves per- 
&^y oiit of all Buf^efs on that fide. But to one 

Trouble 
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Trouble ended, cotnniODly comes another i It was 
not poffible for us to reach Bahama^ by holding 
through the ufqal paflage, that lies between Cnha 
and Jamaicay and which is not at all dangbrous ; 
but we were obliged to take that to the Southward f 
terrible for the Shelves, among which we yrttc 
fordd to pals, altho* we were altogether ^noranc 
of them ; however, fupplying the want of Experi- 
ence, with our utmolt Care and Diligence, we 
cfcap'd ail the Rocks, and having doubled the 
Cape of St^ Anthony J found ourfelves on the 26th 
in the entrance of the 5treight of Bahama ^ where 
'we underftood by afmall Englijb Veflel, who fell 
into our fquadron, coming nrom Jamaica, laden 
with Indigo and Cotton, to the value of about 
25000 Crowns, that the Englijb Fleet we had met 
was commanded by Nevilj and was composM, at 
Barbadoesj of 13 fliips that came from England^ 
of three that were in the Ifland, and eight Aft)/- 
landers, of which four were very large Ships, ancl 
came, out of the Streights^ who made in all 24 Men 
of War, to whom were belonging four Fire-fliips, 
and a Ketch ; Which was exactly the Number we 
had feen ; their Inftention was to have flayed 24 
Hours only at Jamaica j but the contrary Winds had 
detained them eight Days ; that their fbips were in 
good Health, but very ill manned, the greateft c^ 
them not having above 350 Men, and thofe of be- 
tween 50 and 60 Guns, 150 Men : This laft Cir-* 
cuirfcance diminifhM the admiration I was in, that 
none of them who could have attacked mc, had 
not begun the Fight by engaging of me, until fuch 
time as the reft could get up to them i it may be, 
they were ignorant of the ill frate we were reduced 
to by ficknefs, or poITibly they did not give Credit 
to what they might have known by the AinfierdAm 
Flyboat^ tor the Countenance (bac wc fhewed 

tben\ 
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them, was no ways "anfwcr^ble to what fhc could 
Imvc told them. 

Having dctach'd away" the ii/«f/>f-Frigate for 
St; Doming ^y with the Forces, Inhabitants, and 
Negroes, th^c were on Board that part of the 
jSquadron then with me, we fteer*d on our Cour&; 
lathing material happenM to us , excepting an Ef* 
ror in our Rec/coning: For we were go; to the 
Eaflward of Ntivfouniland, when we thought wc 
had been to the Weftward ; which obliged us to go 
into Concepiion-^2.y for Water, that we defign'd to 
hav^ taken at Plaicentia : Wc came to an Anchor 
on the Fourth of the Month of Auguft^ having 
only fix Days Water on Board. The Captain of a 
fpiall Veflel coming from Barbadoes^ which we 
took on the fccond Inftant, did us very good Ser- 
vice in our Anchorage, which we did not know ; 
but this Veflel which the Vermandois mann*d, hap- 
pened to lofe the Squadron in a Mift ; as did alio 
another fmall Veflel i that we found abandoned at 
Sea, upon which we fent likewife fome Men, and 
fince we never heard more of them. The great 
Want of fome frefli Provifions, obliged me to fend 
^he Captain of the Prize, taken at Bahama^ to 
propofe to fome Fi(her-men, retired to the bottom 
of the Bay, called La Carbonniere to fupply me 
with what Cattle they could, and to lend me their 
Boats to take in Water ; upon which I promised to 
do them no harm. They anfwcr^d me by the famo 
Meflcnger, That they had fcarce any frefh Pro- 
vifionsj but they would give me what they had, 
and accommodate me with their Boats 5 provided, 
I gave them Hoftages. The afliftance was not 
eonfiderable enough to accept it upon this Condi- 
tion ; fo I refolv'd to burn a dozen, or fourteen, 
pitiful Houfes that were there, after I had taken ia 
my Water. 

M In 
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In the mean time I was informed by a Prifoncr, 
that there were eight Englijh Men of War at St. 
John* St eight Leagues from us : fent thither for 
the Re-eftabli(hment of that Colony, ruined by the 
Governor of Placentia \ that thefc fliips, whereof 
two carried 70 Guns each, and the reft from 50 to 
60, had brought 13 Foot- Companies, commanded 
by Gib/on 9 Lieutenant-Governor of Portfmoulb, 
who were to ftay there ; that Norris commanded 
the Fleet 5 and that in a Council of War, held at 
our Arrival, it was refolved to ftand out to fight 
us. This News made us double our Diligence to 
get in the Water we wanted, and to prepare our- 
felves not only to fight the Engli/hj but to fcek them 
out. To this purpofe we got under fail ; on the 
7th of Augnfi we ftood to La Carbonniere^ to burn 
the little Houfes ; but the Weather being fo bad, 
that we could not get to them without danger, be- 
fides the inconfiderablenefs of the place, rendering 
this Aftion not fufiiciently important, to confume 
away time upon it, I took the Party to go before 
St. Jobn\ to attack the Enemies, if they had 
been out ; but apparently, fome refleijlion of the 
Force and Largenefs of our Ships, had prevented 
them from coming out, and the Port was fo 
ftreight, as to render any Attempt upon them im- 
prafticable ; I was contented to fhew myfelf, and 
offer them Battle, which feeing they did not an- 
fwer, we ftecr'd for the Coaft of France^ upon the 
Eighth of the fame Month of yiuguft \ and op the 
twenty-fourth of the faidMonth, in the fourihDcgree 
of Latitude, and — I ongitnde, we perceived fix 
Ships cruifing exaftly in the Courfc we ftcerM. 
Not\\'ithftanding the Weakncfs to which we were 
reduced, our Ships not having then by much, one 
half of our Complement of Men, the Number of 

the 
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the Enemies, fuppofing they were fo, did no Ways 
occafion us to fear meeting them ; befides, this place 
not being their ufual cruizing ftation, and on the con-^ 
trary, very common for the French Ships ; there 
was a great deal of Appearance that they were 
luch, and nianv ConvenieHcies would attend thig 
joyning ; fo I continued on my Way : But when 
I came up with them, three of them appeared to 
be Deck-Ships, the Fourth eqUall to ours of 64 
GuiiS, a Frigate of 40 Guns, and another fmall 
Veffel, that did not bring herfelf into the Line i 
whilft we were confidering of what Country they 
were, and had brought oUffelves into Order of 
fiattle, with the Wind upon the Bdam, being the 
fame Method which they had taken in expefting 
us, they put forth Knglijfh Colours, contraly to the 
Cuftom of that Nation, they did not fire firft, al- 
tho* we were in lefs than Cannon-fhot. We put 
foith our Colours, at the fame time they Ihewed 
theirs ; and to do them Jiiftice, it Was impoffible 
to make a bolder Working than what they fhew'd ^ 
little did they guefs the Badnefs of our Condition^ 
nor that the Scepter y St. Lewis ^ FurieuXy Verman^ 
doisy and St. Michael^ were reducd to the Weak- 
nefs of 40 Gun Frigates, not knowing thefe Cir-* 
cumftances, it muft be allowed that they Ihewed ^ 
great deal of Refolution 

We were fo far advanced j that the Honour of 
his Majefty's Arms would not permit us to turn 
back, but rather to make ourielves a PafTage i 
and moreover, that Attempt which would infallibly 
have difcovercd our Weaknefs^ would as certainly 
have encouraged the £nemy, upon whom we canSe 
within the reach of a Fufil Boucannierey where wc 
then perceived their Beds and Hammocks to be 
pafs'd from the Forecaflle to the Quarter-deck, to 
cover th€m from our fmall Shot j this hindered us 
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From difcerning the fpacc between the Forecaftle and 
Quarter-deck, and occafioned us to believe them 
three-deck Ships \ k Wa^ eafy to miftake them, 
there bcfrig of thofc great f'rigates of 72 Guns^ 
"n^hich have that length, width and depth, fo they 
Wanted only fome Beams and Planks to unite them \ 
the fourth was fomething lefs, and about the 
Strength of the Furieux ; the fifth a Frigate of 40 
Guns ; the Commander was in the midft of hi$ 
Squadron, and myfelf alfo iA the Center of his M:|* 
jcity's Ships, both fides being exaftly in a Line, I 
was only to fpring my Loofe to cttme a-broadfidtf 
of him, and upon my flgnal the Fire began, which 
continued from half an hojr after Three, until Se^ 
Ven , and with much more Brisknefs on our fide, 
than I could have expefted from our Weaknefs ) 
the Enemy, altho* better provided, in my Opini- 
cVn, (hewed not altogether fo much , however they 
kept as clofe to the Wind as it was pof&ble for 
diem. 

At the fame time the Fight began, they fct their 
fails as we did, that i^, (o as to continue on the 
Courle upon which we found them, which was 
North North Weft, a very contrary Courfe to 
what I was to freer, and from which I could not 
depart ; fo I went about in our Lind of Battle^ to 
leave the Cape to the Eaft. 

In the Execution of this, the Fire was pretty vi- 
olent on both fides ; but the Enemies, inftead of 
going about, continued their Bfoadfides, which 
pafs'd in a Moment, and we got far enough not to 
apprehend any farther Damage* In a very little 
while afterwards, the Enemies went about likewifc 
all at once •, yet I was fully perfuaded they would 
Hot endeavour to begin the Fight again, by reafon 
tliey continued Unir iQwer Saib flirl'daSbWell as we, 
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vrtio wrought ivith much Trouble through the 
Want of Hands to repair the Damage we fiif^ 
fercd in our Sails and Rigging: For as to the 
Men, there were not aboard the ScepUr above 
elevtn killed and wounded, and in the other 
Ships yet lefs in proportion ; but the Firman-- 
dots having loft her Foretop maft, 1 was extreaml]^ 
troubled, bccaufe I did not think her able to get 
lip another \ yet ftie did not only attempt it in the 
Night, but perfcdlly accompliflied it early the neacs 
Day. 

We continued our Courfe all Night, with ait 
eafy Sail, and our ufual Lights. The next Day 
we were in a Condition to have begun again^ if 
the Enemy had followed us 5 which we doubted 
cf in the Night, as not difccrning any of dieii* 
Lights ; but it is probable, that they had not lefi 
work to repair than we had, fo I prefume they 
fpent the Night at work^ and the next Day we were 
almoftout of fight. 

We had done our Bufinefs^ which was to pa^ 
without fhame : We had no Advantage to expeft 
from a fecond Engagement ; but on the contraryi 
many Inconveniences, and one almoft inevitable ; 
which was, that the Squadron would perifli aC 
Sea for want of Provifions^ if any endamaged 
Ship fhould confidcrably detain us* There- 
fore we kept on our way, and the Enemiei 
followed us until the twqity fixth at Noon, 
at which time they went about td the other 
Board. 

I cannot rcfufe making the Officers and Sea-* 
incp the Ackngwledgmcnts I owe them > for 

the/ 
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Aer did, in diis occafion, by much gO beyond 
their Strength ; and with the Good-will they 
otprefi, if our Force had been fomething leu 
iinemni, the Enemies would hare had more 
tcoiwle to have difengaged themfelvest We 
came at laft into Brefi^ upon the 29th of Augufi^ 
1697. 
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B OOKS jufi publift>dy printed for 
and Sold by Olive Payne. 

Lately puhlijhed, in one large Volume^ a new Mi 
beautiful Edition of the two following Books ^ wtit^ 
fen by the Judicious and Learned Mr. J. Ray^ 
Fellow of the Royal Society^ Price neatly boun^in 
Calf^ 5 s. 

ACompleat Collcaion of the beft Englifh» 
Scotch, Italian, Spanifb, Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, &c. Proverbs, with proper Explana- 
tions, &C. many of them ufeful to all Orders of 
Mankind^ from the King to the Cobler. 

2. Collefliion of North Country and other 
Words, not generally ufed in England, alfb an 
Account of Mines, Minerals, produced in Eng- 
land ; of making Tin, Salt, fire, 

jllfo beautifully printed in three Volumes in Twelves^ 
(containing near a thoufand Pages) Price hound 
in Calf 7 s. the mofi compleat and beft of its Kind 
extant^ 

11. The Quinteflence of Englifh Poetry, or a 
Colledion of all the beautiful Pafiages in our Po-' 
ems and Plays, from the celebrated Spencer in 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign to 1688, Inftruftive, 
Moral,^ and Humorous, and adapted to all De- 
grees of Mankind, alphabetically digefted under 
proper Heads in Chronological Order of Time, 
Collected from many hundred Volumes, by fcvc- 
ral eminent Hands. To which is prefixed, an Al- 
plvibetjcal Catalogue of Authors, Poems and Plays 
quoted in the CoUeAion y alfo an Hiftorical an4 
Critical Review of thi*^, and all the EflTays of the 
Kind hitherto publilhed. 



III. A New and beautiful Edition of Mr. Ray*Sa 
Willughby, and others Tr^vefe, in 2 Vol?, lyith 
Cuts, Price bound 10 s. 

IV. Lediard's Naval Hiftory, from the Con- 
queft to 1 734, in 2 Vols. Folio. Price bound 
1 /. 10 s. 

V: The Hiftory of Jdam and -£w, «»//& five 
large and beautiful Copper- PlaleSy repreler.ting 
tbemfrom their State of Innoceney to their Expui- 
Jionout ofParadife. Price is. 6d. 

^V Day is Re-puhlijhed, Price is. in Oblavo. 
Dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 

(Containing near 20 Half Sheets, v)ith bisHead cu- 
rioufly Engraved^ abpqt an hundred Copies re- 
inaining of, 

VI. An Onition made on the Death of that 
Lluftrious and Invincible General^ Ere en e 
Francis, Prince of Savoy, written by Cornmaiid 
of the Emperor of Germany^ delivered in Italian 
by the learned Count Paffionci^ Archbifhop of 
EphefuSy Alinijier Plenipotentiary at the Treaties of 
Utrecht and Baden, now Nuncio at Vienna. 

VII. The Cafe oT Abraham's being commanded 
by God Almighty to offer up his Soii Ifaac in Sa- 
crifice, impartially {i^xamincd and Defended, a- 
gainil the Dcifls and other modern Infidels. By 
the Reverend and liCarncd Dr. Middleton^ the 
Second Edition, Octavo, Price 6d. 

VIII. The Hiftory of the Council of Conftancc, 
by James Lcntant, with fcvcral curious Heads oi 
eminent Men, in 2 Vol. 4C0. tranflatevl by the in- 
genious Mr. Whatley. Price neatly bound, gi;c, 
fcfc. 12 I. 



IF' 



,w- 



r 






■ r -X 



